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FFn DIARY 

April 1 

(Easter Monday) 

CANCELLED  

Croydon Wakefield Day CANCELLED/ 

SAM1066.. Contact; Ray Elliott tel 07513 

549734, email ray.elliott8@btinternet.com 

April 6-8 

Near Melton 

Mowbray or Peak 

District 

BMFA 1st F1E Team Selection. 1 or 2 

days according to weather.. Contact: Ian 

Kaynes  01252 512538, 

kaynes@btinternet.com   

April 6-7 

Capannori 

(Lucca), Italy 

Memorial Adriano Ghiselli. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Fabrizio 

Ceccarini, tel: +393474308840, email: 

f.ceccarini@tin.it    fabri1947@gmail.com    

April 6 

Sombor, Serbia 

IX Backa Indoor Open. F1N   Contact: 

Stevan Janovic, tel: +38163516611, email: 

somboraeroklub@gmail.com  

April 13-14  

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA London Gala. Sat - CG, CR, CP, 

CE, Mini Vintage,. Sum – Combined Mini 

(F1H, F1G, F1J), 1/2A, E36, P30, H/CLG, 

E30, CO2.  Contact: Simon Dixon 

April 13-14 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

2 F1E  World Cup events. 13th: Otto-

Kuttler-Cup, 14th : Föhrlberg-Cup. 

Contact: Peter Kuttler, tel: 

+491609451646, email: Kuttler-

Peter@web.de  

April 21 

Sports Centre, 

Bromley 

London Area Indoor Meeting at Sports 

Centre, Bromley Campus, Rookery Lane, 

Bromley BR2 8HE. 1100 till 1500. Slots 

for FF and RC + low-key events for 

Hangar Rat and 12” Cat Glider. BMFA 

members. Contact Martin Dilly 

martindilly20@gmail.com    

02087775533. 

April 21-23 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Widgiewa Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World Cup 

event. Contact: Shannon Tolmie, tel: 

+610419237203,  smtolmie@hotmail.com   

April 22-23 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

AFFS Championships. F1A F1B F1C  

World Cup event. Contact: Shannon 

Tolmie, See April 21-23 event.  

April 24-25 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Southern Cross Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World 

Cup event. Contact: Shannon Tolmie, see 

April 21-23 event.   

April 28  

Area Venues 

BMFA 2nd Area event . CR, CP (White), 

CE, F1A (SMAE), F1G (Plugge), E36 

(Plugge),. Mini Vintage (Plugge), H/CLG. 

Area contacts. 

May 4-5 

Near Melton 

Mowbray or Peak 

District 

BMFA 2nd F1E (SM trophy). Contact: Ian 

Kaynes , 01252 512538, 

kaynes@btinternet.com 

May 11-12 

Barkston Heath 

BMFA F1A, B, C, Q. Team Selection. 

Contact: :Phil Ball 

May 11 

Salonta, Romania 

Salonta Cup F1A,B,C,Q. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Vincze 

Sandor, tel: +407124718992, email: 

vinczesg@gmail.com  

May 12 

Salonta, Romania 

Szabó Miklós Memorial. F1A F1B F1C 

F1H F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

József GUTI, tel: +36203635573, email: 

gutijozsef74@gmail.com  

May 18-19 

Bosco 

Chiesanuova 

(VR), Italy 

2 F1E  World Cup events. 18th: Memorial 

Guido Vettorazzo, 19th:  Volare Lessini. 

Contact: Fabrizio Ceccarini, tel: 

+393474308840, email: f.ceccarini@tin.it  

or fabri1947@gmail.com   

May 18-20 

Kongenshus 

Mindepark, 

Denmark 

2 World Cup events F1A F1B F1Q F1S. 

May 18th: Jutland Heath Cup.  Contact: 

Peter Rasmussen, tel: +4540165727, 

email: pr.arkitekter@gmail.com  

May19th :   Norwegian Cup. Contact: Atle 

Klungrehaug, tel: +4790673278, email: 

aklark@online.no   

May 19  

Area Venues 

BMFA 3rd Area event. CG, CR (Gamage), 

F1C (Plugge, Halfax), F1Q, 1/2A, E36, 

Vintage Glider (Plugge), Mini Vintage, 

P30, H/CLG (Plugge), Tailless. Area 

contacts. 
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INDOOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, SLANIC 
PRAHOVA, ROMANIA, MARCH 21-28 
Ian Kaynes 

This World Champs was only 3 months after the 2023 European 

Champs which had been poorly attended. That was thought to 

be a result of some choosing to miss that event but attend these 

World Championships, but then this attendance was again 

smaller than expected. Compared to 2022 there were no 

competitors from France, Germany, Israel, Poland, Serbia. 

The first flying was for the preceding international contest, the 

Otto Hints Memorial, with most of the World Championship 

entries flying , but several making only one or two flights.  Emily 

Guyet won, with her score including the highest flight time of 

28.01, with Ivan Treger and Brett Sanborn second and third. 

The next day was practice flying for the World Champs but this 

was a Saturday and the number of visitors to the mine reached a 

very large number. The bouncy castles and slides beside the 

flying area had been inflated and were popular with visiting 

families. This resulted in a lot of turbulence and drift. When the 

tourists had left the tables for the nation’s pits were moved to 

that area in order to keep the flying site as clear as possible for 

the Champs. 

On Sunday the air was somewhat better with the visitors not 

having the local attractions and being kept back from our part of 

the mine by a tape. Each day had two 3-hour rounds, from 9.30 

to 12.30 and 13.00 to 16.00. Timekeepers were available from a 

pool. USA had doubted that it could manage the flights by their 

four team members within a round, but in the event there were 

no problems finishing by the end of the round. Emily Guyet 

bettered her Otto Hints flight with a 28.12 for the first round 

lead. In the afternoon round Ivan Treger posted a time 28.15 to 

take the first day lead. 

Everyone expected conditions to be better for the last two days 

when we would have the mine to ourselves. This was soon 

demonstrated when Yuan Kang Lee cruised amongst the 

catwalk and returned a time of 29.41. Ivan Treger kept the lead 

after the morning with a 27.54 flight, but in the afternoon Yuan 

recorded 28.06 as his second best flight and so moved into first 

place. 

The British team had regulars Tony Hebb and Hans Staartjes 

joined by Terry Adams, flying in a high ceiling site for the first 

time. He was obviously learning well and had two 20 minute 

flight on the second day.  

The final day was expected to have a showdown between at least 

five potential winners. However in the first round Ivan Treger 

hung after 4 minutes and broke the wing off the model. Guyett 

and Mangela managed only 25 minutes while Brett Sanborn 

moved up with a 28.01 to go with his earlier 28.47 and Yuan 

increased his lead with  a 28.57. The final round was something 

of an anti-climax with the top three remaining Yuan, Sanborn 

and Mangalea. Guyett overtook Treger with a 28.04 so they 

swapped fourth and fifth places. 

The USA won the team award followed by Romania, Canada 

and the UK. Remarkably, that team order was set after the first 

round and remained unchanged for all the rounds. In the British 

team Terry Adams had achieved the unusual feat of increasing 

his best flight time for each of the six rounds. 

Meanwhile in the Junior event Daniel Guo of USA had his lead 

increased after recording two 26 minute flights on the last day. 

The other USA juniors were less experienced and so Romania 

took the team award ahead of USA and then Ukraine. 

The prize-giving was held on the evening of the final day’s 

flying, needing some hasty work preparing the diploma held in 

the Hotel Romero at which most competitors were staying The 

next day was departure, and when I got home feeling unwell I 

found I tested positive for Covid and that has hindered 

completing this issue. 

 

FAI World Championship Indoor class F1D  2024 

Individual results 

1 Yuan Kang Lee USA 24.22 25.21 29.41 28.06 28.57 25.33 58.38 

2 Brett Sanborn W/C 24.34 24.41 28.47 0.00 28.01+ 8.01 56.48 

3 Corneliu Mangalea ROU 26.34 25.26 28.10+ 28.21 25.21 0.00 56.31 

4 Emily Guyett (F) USA 28.12 22.31 25.04 27.47 25.08 28.04 56.16 

5 Ivan Treger SVK 27.37 24.54 28.15 27.54 4.39 21.52 56.09 

6 John Kagan USA 20.42 25.20 27.21 26.54 27.02 26.41 54.23 

7 Vladimir Linardic CAN 24.14 8.53 26.01 26.33 25.38 25.12 52.34 

8 Horatiu Somesan ROU 22.25 21.22 24.32 25.12 10.37 26.42 51.54 

9 Radu Gabriel Foamete ROU 22.30 21.34 23.01 22.21 25.00 25.02 50.02 

10 Stephen Brown USA 24.38 24.18 24.41 24.20 10.43 21.28 49.19 

11 Arend Borst CAN 23.52 19.59 0.15 21.05 25.24 0.44 49.16 

12 Dmytro Silin CAN 20.20 21.53 22.15 22.00 25.16 9.46 47.31 

13 Dezso Orsovai HUN 22.03 20.19 23.11 22.31 22.22 23.25 46.36 

14 Hans Staartjes GBR 22.22 21.47 12.32 22.12 23.37 22.24 46.01 

15 Anthony Hebb GBR 17.29 20.26 22.42 20.10 22.50 19.38 45.32 

16 Terence Adams GBR 8.47 13.02 20.06 20.40 21.36 21.42 43.18 

17 Istvan Botos HUN 18.14 16.20 18.25 21.25 21.01 17.53 42.26 

18 Rimas Steponenas LTU 13.58 12.56 17.35 16.13 19.04 18.26 37.30 

19 Vladimir Mosin LTU 12.53 9.50 12.45 15.29 18.17 18.32 36.49 

20 Simas Laurikenas LTU 9.23 11.10 13.00 12.11 8.52 14.43 27.43 

No.of best flights in each round  1 0 5 3 5 6 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 2 0 6 2 7 3 

No.of scoring flights in each round 3 0 11 5 12 9 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  16 15 16 18 16 15 96 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  14 13 14 16 14 11 82 

No.flts exceeding  25 min  3 3 7 7 9 6 35 

  

Longest single flight 29.41 by Yuan Kang Lee 
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FAI Junior World Championship Indoor class F1D  2024 

Individual results 

1 Daniel Guo USA 22.14 20.31 25.15 24.15 26.31 26.38 53.09 

2 Stefan Sandulache ROU 19.52 18.02 24.12 0.32 15.48 20.52 45.04 

3 Eduard Bouleanu ROU 13.44 22.21 11.30 22.39 22.20 19.43 45.00 

4 Alina Bakhmatska (F) UKR 15.52 20.49 0.00 18.17 23.22 0.00 44.11 

5 Alexandru Matei ROU 6.41 14.22 0.00 20.05 19.21 22.42 42.47 

6 Polina Bakhmatska (F) UKR 18.22 17.58 19.55 19.07 21.08 21.00 42.08 

7 Claudiu Cristian Enache ROU 13.02 0.00 20.30 21.36 19.13 17.45 42.06 

8 Ivan Trusov UKR 18.50 16.30 15.36 18.42 22.08 0.00 40.58 

9 Elijah Rose USA 14.49 14.07 17.12 14.18 19.56 19.17 39.13 

10 Guha Ekambaram USA 13.06 13.02 12.10 17.24 17.59 15.24 35.23 

No.of best flights in each round  0 0 1 2 5 2 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 1 2 1 2 1 3 

No.of scoring flights in each round 1 2 2 4 6 5 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  5 6 6 8 10 8 43 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  1 3 3 4 5 4 20 

No.flts exceeding  25 min  0 0 1 0 1 1 3 

Longest single flight 26.38 by Daniel Guo 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hans Staartjes launching in the last round Ivan Treger launching round 3, to be his longest flight of the Champs. 
for his second best flight    Ivan was using carbon whisker extensions outwards from his prop spar 

 to act as an early contact to bounce the model away from obstructions  
       above or below the model without contact with the prop itself 

 

LEFT:  Test flights on the final morning – there were 

remarkably few collisions during the Champs 

 
 

Senior Team results 

1 USA USA 169.17 

2 Romania ROU 158.27 

3 Canada CAN 149.21 

4 United Kingdom GBR 134.51 

5 Lithuania LTU 102.02 

6 Hungary HUN 89.02 

7 Slovakia SVK 56.09 

Junior Team results 

1 Romania ROU 132.51 

2 USA USA 127.45 

3 Ukraine UKR 127.17 
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MEMORIAL OTTO HINTS, SLANIC, 
ROMANIA, MARCH 21-22 

F1D   25 flew 

1 E Guyet USA 28.02 25.58 54.00 

2 I Treger SVK 26.26 25.45 52.11 

3 B Sanborn USA 26.12 25.30 51.42 

4 C Mangalea ROU 24.40 23.45 48.25 

5 T Furjes ROU 24.28 23.27 47.55 

6 J Kagan USA 25.42 22.05 47.47 

7 R Foamete ROU 23.30 22.02 45.32 

8 H Somesan ROU 23.04 21.23 44.27 

9 F Oliver (J) ROU 22.08 21.06 43.14 

10 E Bouleanu (J) ROU 21.31 20.24 41.55 

11 E Neagu (J) ROU 20.05 19.10 39.15 

12 D Orsovai HUN 19.53 19.12 39.05 

13 S Chiscop (J) ROU 19.02 18.36 37.38 

F1D-Junior   6 flew 

1 F Oliver ROU 22.08 21.06 43.14 

2 E Bouleanu ROU 21.31 20.24 41.55 

3 E Neagu ROU 20.05 19.10 39.15 

ACROPOLIS CUP, ATHENS, GREECE, 
JANUARY 28 

F1N   43 flew 

1 I Kourbanis GRE 38.90 32.70 30.90 102.50 

2 D Martina (J) GRE 32.40 32.10 31.70 96.20 

3 A Andronides GRE 32.10 30.50 29.40 92.00 

4 I Nisevic CRO 30.30 29.90 25.60 85.80 

5 G Skargiotis GRE 29.00 27.40 27.00 83.40 

6 N Makrakis GRE 27.80 25.10 24.60 77.50 

F1N-Junior   9 flew 

1 D Martina GRE 32.40 32.10 31.70 96.20 

2 K Skargiotis GRE 24.80 23.40 19.80 68.00 

3 E Skargiotis GRE 19.60 19.00 15.30 53.90 

KUTINA OPEN INTERNATIONAL, KUTINA, 
CROATIA, MARCH 9 

F1N   45 flew 

1 D Ozimec CRO 43.70 42.70 39.00 125.40 

2 S Janovic SRB 41.30 40.40 37.10 118.80 

3 V Zobec CRO 39.60 39.30 38.70 117.60 

4 I Bombek CRO 39.80 39.20 37.20 116.20 

5 L Lacimic SRB 38.90 38.50 38.30 115.70 

6 N Popovic SRB 38.80 38.40 38.20 115.40 

F1N-Junior   19 flew 

1 J Trebizan SLO 39.30 38.10 37.90 115.30 

2 K Matija SLO 35.60 32.50 29.30 97.40 

3 M Tadic CRO 33.70 32.10 28.50 94.30 

DUBNICA, SLOVAKIA, MARCH 23 

F1N   104 flew 

1 W Liszka (J) POL 48.70 47.00 44.90 140.60 

2 D Ozimec CRO 45.60 45.20 44.10 134.90 

3 M Hozek (J) POL 47.40 43.70 43.40 134.50 

4 J Barcik SVK 44.80 42.10 41.50 128.40 

5 I Jan, SVK 42.30 41.30 41.10 124.70 

6 J Zidek CZE 42.80 40.80 39.90 123.50 

F1N-Junior   58 flew 

1 W Liszka POL 48.70 47.00 44.90 140.60 

2 M Hozek POL 47.40 43.70 43.40 134.50 

3 J Richter POL 40.80 39.40 38.40 118.60 

MOOSE CUP, SÄKYLÄ, PORI, FINLAND, 
MARCH 8 

F1A   32 flew  25 full scores 

1 J Valo FIN 900 +360 +600 +386 

2 M Sivonen FIN 900 +360 +600 +339 

3 E Ragot FRA 900 +360 +600 +311 

4 B Pouzet FRA 900 +360 +600 +255 

5 E Mikulenas LTU 900 +360 +553 

6 P Kuikka FIN 900 +360 +455 

7 P Leomar EST 900 +360 +405 

8 O Gurer TUR 900 +360 +360 

9 T Hanhilammi FIN 900 +360 +20 

10 P Pitkanen FIN 900 +304 

F1A-Junior   4 flew  3 full scores 

1 M Valjamae EST 900 +253 

2 O Leomar EST 900 +222 

F1B   9 flew 

1 J Isotalo FIN 900 +360 

2 R Saatvali EST 900 +284 

3 V Nereng NOR 900 +208 

4 I Yurtseven TUR 900 +167 

5 Y Waltonen FIN 888 

F1Q   3 flew  3 full scores 

1 P Pitkanen FIN 900 +267 

2 T Linkosalo FIN 900 +238 

BEAR CUP, SÄKYLÄ, PORI, FINLAND, 
MARCH 9 

F1A   40 flew  25 full scores 

1 H Salminen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +503 

2 P Findahl SWE 1020 +360 +600 +473 

3 M Sivonen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +454 

4 P Kuikka FIN 1020 +360 +600 +436 

5 P Ronkanen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +387 

6 E Ragot FRA 1020 +360 +600 +386 

7 B Pouzet FRA 1020 +360 +600 +346 

8 M Niiranen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +332 

9 J Karonen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +327 

10 P Budovas LTU 1020 +360 +600 +307 

F1A-Junior   4 flew 

1 A Segerstrom SWE 1020 +360 +600 +284 

2 M Valjamae EST 826 

F1B   10 flew  7 full scores 

1 M Lihtamo FIN 1020 +360 

2 D Larsen NOR 1020 +339 

3 V Vackermann EST 1020 +315 

4 J Isotalo FIN 1020 +286 

5 I Yurtseven TUR 1020 +262 

F1Q   4 flew  3 full scores 

1 T Linkosalo FIN 1020 +360 +249 

2 M Lihtamo FIN 1020 +360 +192 

SPZG CUP, ANTOON VAN ELDIK MEM. 
KIETRZ, POLAND, MARCH 16 

F1A   57 flew   22 full scores 

1 D Pampikas LTU 900 +240 65m 

2 H Dirk GER 900 +240 61m 

3 F Kusaiev UKR 900 +240 39m +44 

4 T Weimer GER 900 +240 39m 

5 J Vosejpka CZE 900 +240 36m 

6 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 900 +240 26m 

7 R Holzleitner AUT 900 +240 25m 

8 S Zachara SVK 900 +240 22m 

9 M Snukiskis LTU 900 +240 14m 

10 V Rossler CZE 900 +240 9m 
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F1A-Junior   13 flew 

1 T Jeziorny POL 900 +240 

2 M Mandziak POL 900 +217 

3 A Niemierski GER 900 +170 

F1B   34 flew  16 full scores 

1 S Skibicki POL 900 +240 77m 

2 J Louison (J) FRA 900 +240 63m 

3 S Stefanchuk UKR 900 +240 54m 

4 O Kulakovsky UKR 900 +240 39m 

5 M Seifert GER 900 +240 37m 

6 D Larsen NOR 900 +240 25m 

6 O Starov UKR 900 +240 25m 

8 J Benoit FRA 900 +240 18m 

9 J Dali (J) FRA 900 +240 15m 

10 J Jerome FRA 900 +240 

F1B-Junior   7 flew 

1 J Louison FRA 900 +240 63m 

2 J Dali FRA 900 +240 15m 

3 O Kosylo UKR 855 

F1C   3 flew 

1 J Seren GER 900 

2 G Briere FRA 894 

F1Q   14 flew 

1 F Ceccarini ITA 900 

2 F Badylak POL 873 

3 R Wagner POL 857 

4 S Bolko POL 854 

F1Q-Junior   5 flew 

1 F Jedrysiak POL 777 

2 W Bartel POL 773 

JASNA 31 CUP PIETER DE BOER MEM. 
KIETRZ, POLAND, MARCH 17 

F1A   33 flew 

1 M Zagora CZE 660 +120 155m 

2 A Van Wallene NED 660 +120 128m 

3 M Mandziak (J) POL 660 +120 77m 

4 M Snukiskis LTU 660 +120 70m 

5 B Muller GER 660 +120 40m 

6 T Jeziorny (J) POL 660 +120 16m 

7 J Zajic (J) CZE 660 +83 

8 D Pampikas LTU 660 +21 

9 M Slys POL 658 

10 G Jozsef HUN 653 

F1A-Junior   10 flew 

1 M Mandziak POL 660 +120 77m 

2 T Jeziorny POL 660 +120 16m 

3 J Zajic CZE 660 +83 

F1B   24 flew  12 full scores 

1 O Kulakovsky UKR 660 +120 86m 

2 L Kryszczuk POL 660 +120 76m 

3 D Cimochowski POL 660 +120 74m 

4 J Florian (J) GER 660 +120 70m 

5 S Stefanchuk UKR 660 +120 69m 

6 S Skibicki POL 660 +120 63m 

7 A Krawiec POL 660 +120 60m 

8 P Pietrzak POL 660 +120 54m 

F1B-Junior   5 flew 

1 J Florian GER 660 +120 70m 

2 O Kosylo UKR 660 +120 52m 

 

 

F1Q   7 flew 

1 R Wagner POL 660 

2 F Badylak POL 643 

3 S Bolko POL 634 

F1Q-Junior   2 flew 

1 W Bartel POL 150 

CIAM PLENARY MEETING  

The Free Flight Technical Meeting (FFTM) took place as a 

remote meeting on March 13. It was attended by: 

Helmut Fuss AUS Peter Keim NED 

Cenny Breeman BEL Masaru Koike Japan 

Sotir Lazarkov BUL Allard Van Wallene NED 

Tomáš Bartovský CZE Zdravko Todoroski  MCD 

Jan Vosejpka CZE Narve Jensen NOR 

Peter Buchwald DEN Marek Dominiak POL 

Jari Valo FIN  Srdjan Pelagic SRB 

Annie Besnard FRA Jakub Drmla SVK 

Bazile Hugo Desloges  FRA Zoran Pelagic SVK 

Bernhard Schwendemann GER Per Findahl SWE 

Peter Uhlig GER Stanislav Chornyy UKR 

George Kandilakis GRE John Carter GBR 

Antonis Papadopoulos GRE Ian Kaynes GBR 

András Reé HUN Chuck Etherington USA 

Michael Mashiach ISR Dave Lindley USA 

Luigi Lanzoni ITA  

The meeting first considered the proposals for the General Rules 

section of the Sporting Code, the opinions of this meeting to be 

passed to the General Rules meeting held on March 17th. Two 

items in this section were considered. A proposal from Italy was 

to remove all requirements for nationality marks, FAI numbers 

and model identification. This would result in open use of any 

model and would not allow the number of models rule to be 

observed. They had tried the same proposal five years ago when 

it was defeated and this time the FFTM voted unanimously 

against it.  The other General Rules proposal was from the Free 

Flight Subcommittee (FFSC) and was to add F1Q to the Junior 

Championships. Last year it had been proposed to replace F1P 

by F1Q and that had been rejected by the 2023 FFTM, this time 

the addition of F1Q to the three existing classes was 

unanimously accepted. 

Results from the General Rules Meeting on March 17 on these 

two proposals: 

A vote on the proposal from Italy was 6 for 9 against. It will now 

go to online voting on April 6 by the national CIAM delegates. 

There were no objections to the addition of F1Q to Junior 

Championships. 

14.2 Volume F1 

a) F1.2.7- F1SC Require EDIC altimeters and resolve flight 

time disputes before the next flight 

Subcommittee had voted: 14 in favour, 2 against 

The meeting accepted this proposal with one correction and a 

modification. 

f) F1.2.7 USA proposal to apply the rule to regular 

rounds and resolve flight time before next flight 

Subcommittee had voted: 11 in favour, 3 against. 

The meeting considered this proposals and raised objections 

including: 
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a) A distraction and time consuming for the organiser 

and jury 

b) The ability to include time when the model is out of 

sight, which is against the requirements for model 

flying in many countries 

c) The need to have an altimeter to be able to compete 

fairly in the rounds as well as the flyoffs 

Voting on the proposal was 7 in favour, 8 against. The proposal 

will be referred to the subcommittee. 

F1SC proposals for Indoor 

A series of clarifications to Indoor rules were proposed by the 

F1SC 

The meeting agreed these indoor proposals without opposition 

but with some clarifications. The subject of juniors having the 

possibility of counting single flights for both the junior and 

senior championships should be considered by the 

subcommittee. 

F1SC  proposals for F1Q 

It was agreed to add F1Q to the Free Flight Ranking, to bring 

the maxes into line with F1ABC, to allow organisers to choose 

to use 2J in some rounds, and to require EDIC approved energy 

limiters to be used. 

q) 3.8.2   Hungary Replace current flexible rules 

for F1Q by precise 500g minimum weight and standard 

1000J energy  

Subcommittee vote: 5 in favour, 9 against 

There was general opposition to the proposal limiting the design 

freedom available under the current F1Q rules, it would penalize 

smaller or larger  existing models, and was an undesirable 

fundamental change just before the first F1Q world 

championship. The meeting voted on the proposal and it was 

defeated 5 in favour, 14 against. It is likely to be involved in the 

online voting on April 6 and /or at the Plenary meeting on April 

11.  

r) Annex 5 Serbia International Series for F1N 

The proposal included points being awarded to all competitors 

and interest was expressed in applying this idea to all events in 

the World Cup and this was referred to the subcommittee. 

The proposal and its position relative to the World Cup was 

discussed. Serbia was not present but had expressed a 

willingness to consider the World Cup as an alternative to the 

proposal.  The meeting voted on the proposal from Serbia 8 in 

favour 6 against. The meeting also voted on inclusion of F1N 

and F1N Junior in the World Cup and this was supported 

unanimously. 

Post meeting note: Serbia have now agreed to taking the World 

Cup option. 

q)  F1SC World Cup minimum of 3 flights 

Subcommittee vote:  15 in favour, none against 

The meeting noted the situation of F1D in which only two 

scoring flights are taken for the results and also noted the need 

to consider the three flights excluding flyoffs. The meeting 

unanimously agreed the proposal with amendment for F1D and 

to exclude flyoffs. 

COUPROFILE 19 RICHARD FRYER  

Richard launches FK1 

Richard, could you tell us something about your aeromodelling 

history and your dedication to coupe flying? 

What is your approach to the coupe class - design,  construction, 

flight pattern etc? 

How do you pick the air? 

Looking forward, what developments would you like to make? 

I started flying Vintage models back in the mid eighties, I flew 

rubber Vintage lightweight, Glider and Occasional 4 and 8oz 

Wakefield. I was drawn to vintage as I had grown up flying stick 

and tissue models. My job meant I did not have much free time 

and vintage models were fairly straightforward, well to build 

anyway! I was lucky that my interest in model flying coincided 

with the boom in vintage flying and was able to fly at some of the 

truly amazing competitions organised by David Baker and SAM 

1066 at Middle Wallop in the 90's. 

I began to be drawn to modern F1G because, unlike other 

modern classes, there is still a wide variety of approaches to 

model design and all of them seem to be competitive. Initially to 

get some experience of flying F1G I built a couple of Dennis 

Davit's DIG 150 designs, this from a plan and construction 

article in the Aeromodeller. The models flew really well and I 

learnt a lot from flying them. Deciding that I did enjoy the class 

I wondered how I could progress? I had bought a Stepanchuck 

F1G model to try out and although it was an amazing model, 

trying to reproduce that level of engineering at home 

was beyond me. I decided I wanted to try and build a systems 

free, mid tech model of my own. Luckily my friend Robin Kimber 

lived not far from me and we often spent evenings together 

trimming models. After a bit of badgering Robin agreed to help 

with the design. The initial plan was to try to use prefabricated 

parts to both save time in construction, I still worked full time, 

and to try to incorporate some modern structural methods in the 

model. This would allow me to produce something from home 

with basic tools (I only have hand tools and a dremel!) and 

that would be, hopefully, competitive.  

We decided to base the model roughly on the Stepanchuck's F1G 

design, at the time Stepan sold a kit of parts for his F1G wing. 

The wing used a carbon tube main spar, carbon TE, balsa LE 

and was fairly stiff and light. The tail is sparless using a 3mm 

carbon tube as a leading edge. Looking for a supplier of hubs I 

had heard that Edguardo Figueroa, a South American model 

flyer and builder of a successful TOP Coupe design, still sold 

his own design prop hubs and fuselage tubes. After a few emails 

he very kindly agreed to make me some. The finished hub design 
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with prop blades, fold bands etc, weighs around 14 grams. The 

prop Blades are from a design Robin had produced based on 

John O'Donnell's articles in the aeromodeller on prop design. 

The blades are made on a mould, covered in 20 gsm GF and 

weigh 3 grams each. The prop is 20" span on 40mm wire 

outriggers and is turned by 12 strands of 1/8th. The fuselage is 

one piece and looks a bit like an under and over shotgun! I wind 

in the model with a blast tube and I wanted easy access to 

broken motors, without having to disassemble the model. The 

booms are carbon from Freeflight supplies and very light. The 

model uses RDT but has no other mechanical systems. The 

model weights are 25g wing, 23g fuselage, 3.8g tail, 14.5g prop 

and hub, RDT is 6g. I am currently trying BMK trackers as they 

save a gram or two over Bodnar ones that are sadly no longer 

available. 

I use a Torque meter when winding and the motors are usually 

trashed after one flight. The models fly Right/Right with a bit of 

tail tilt, Right prop blade folded a fraction more out in the breeze 

and a touch more fluorescent paint on the right wing than the 

left! I find it easier to trim models R/R and I find it's better in 

breezy conditions. The only warps are a little washout on the left 

wing. For thermal detection I use a streamer but I must admit 

that I could do a lot better than I do. Coupe really is an air 

picking contest and Iam not great at it. I recently saw on 

FaceBook that BMK are going to produce a thermal finding bit 

of electronics,  if it happens that will certainly be very useful. 

Next developments are for a lower profile TOP model, still 

without systems. Roughly the same planform as the FK1 but with 

a band on wing for a bit more crash resistance. Just in case the 

theories dont work! In 2023 I built a new prop for the model 

using a mould with a more helical pitch distribution than the last 

model. I will hopefully trial the prop this year. As always with a 

new design the aim is to control weight. 

I am currently looking at lighter body tubes, hubs and covering 

materials in an effort to build the new model down to weight. 

 

Robin Kimber with FK1 

 

To expand on the illegible dimensions on the drawing, these 

include  1200 span,. 105 root chord, 90 tip dihedral. Tailplane 

310x75 with 3mm carbon tube leading edge, fin spar 3mm 

carbon,  142 from front to pylon LE,   232 nose to wing spar, 

332 motor tube,  980 total length  
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NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Simon 
Dixon 8 Capulet Drive Bards Meadow Warwick Gate Warwick 
CV34 6EU email;- Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk    

The FFTC held a Zoom meeting from their homes on 06 March 
2024. 

CD’s Required 

Volunteers are urgently required to CD the Northern Gala and 
each day at the Nationals. 

If we don’t have CD’s it may prevent these events being run. 
Please contact any member of the FFTC if you can help out. You 
will receive plenty of assistance on the day so don’t worry if you 
have not been a CD in the past.  

2024 Free Flight Nationals 

Venue:  All three days to be at Salisbury Area 8 

Facilities :There will be no camping or other facilities except 
for the provision of toilets.  

Awards: Certificates and medals for all events will be awarded.  

Details 

There is no pre-entry requirement. Entry will be on the day. The 
fee will be a simple £10.00 per day charge. This fee would allow 
the entrant to fly in as many events/classes as they desire on the 
day. There is no exemption for season ticket holders. 

A payment of £25.00 will cover all three days entries. 

Number of flights and maxes to be decided on the day. There 
will be no rounds for FAI. 

Start 10:00, finish 18.00 on all three days.  

Saturday May 25 Sunday May 26 Monday 27th May 

Comb Glider F1A Glider F1H glider 
Comb Rubber F1B Rubber F1G rubber 
Comb Power F1C Power F1J Power 
Comb Electric F1Q Electric BMFA 1/2A 
Classic Rub/Power Vintage Rub/Power E36 Electric 
Women's Cup Slow Open Power P30 Rubber 
Catapult Glider Classic Glider E30 Electric 
Frog Junior (J)   Mini Vintage 
Tailless  CO2 Duration 
Vintage Glider  Catapult Glider 

  HLG 

Free Flight Overall Championships 

Rubber Comb Rubber F1B F1G P30 

Glider Comb Glider F1A F1H Classic Glider 

Power Comb Power F1C F1J SLOP 

Electric Comb Electric F1Q E36 E30 

Points – 9, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1. As per the Senior Championships. If less 
than 6 persons fly the scores will be reduced top down. 

In the event of a tie the placings will be decided on the number 
of entries in the classes flown. If a tie still pertains, then the 
longest fly off score to decide. 

Bowden Trophy – Sculthorpe East Anglian Gala on Sunday 4th 
August 

Team Selection for 2025 F1ABCQ World 
Championships 

The 2025 World Championships for F1A/B/C/Q will take place 
in Romania in August 2025. The team selection is planned to 
take at RAF Barkston Heath on 11-12th May 2024. Flying will 
start and 10am on each day, following access to the field at 9am. 
If five flights cannot be completed on that weekend a reserve 
date is set at 21-22nd September with a final fall back date for 
flyoffs at the Midland Gala on 19 October if required. To enter 
the team trials please contact Phil Ball by email at 
phil.ball@ntlworld.com if you have a 2024 season ticket or by 
post using the form and you need to submit the £30 entry fee. 
The closing date for entries is 30th April 2024.  

Salisbury Plain Access 

Following a few weeks of extreme rainfall our flying sites are 
very wet. Chris Redrup reported that Salisbury Plain was very 
difficult to access and traverse a couple of weeks ago, even when 
driving a 4-wheel drive car. Some hardy souls decided on giving 
it a go for the 1st Area event and reported that they managed to 
get to the flying point without too much trouble. It was about the 
only site in the country that was dry and calm so their risk paid 
off well. Hopefully the rain will stop falling with plenty of time 
for the site to dry out before the London Gala and the Nationals. 
Please be very careful when driving onto the site especially if 
you have a normal road car with limited ground clearance. 

BMFA 1ST  AREA MEETING, MARCH 10 
Scotland  No flying 
North Wales  No flying 
Northern  15 mph Easterly. Cold with persistent rain. 
Midland  10-15 mph Easterly. Persistent rain, heavy at 

times. 
East Anglia 8-15 mph Cold with intermittent light rain. Poor 

visibility. 
South  0-4 mph Dry. 
South West  6-16 mph Occasional heavy rain. 
South East  0-5 mph. Rain and Drizzle. 

P30 (Plugge)  11 flew 
1 D Powis CVA 5.54 
2 C Redrup Crookham 5.50 
3 R Marking CVA 5.08 
4 T Winter CVA 4.00 
5 A Moorhouse Vikings 3.46 
6 J Northrop Morley 2.50 
7 P Masterman Vikings 1.52 

Combined Electric (Plugge)  6 flew 
1 C Redrup Crookham 7.30 +3.22 
2 T Grey Crookham 7.29 
3 R Elliot Croydon 6.17 
4 N Botham Morley 4.44 

F1J (Plugge)  3 flew 
1 A Jack Birmingham 2.00 
1 C Foster Morley 2.00 
3 S Barnes Morley 0.10 

Mini Vintage   3 flew 
1 D Cox Crookham 4.44 
2 P Masterman Vikings 1.52 
3 S Willis Croydon 1.49 

Combined Glider   4 flew 
1 R Jack Birmingham 7.30 +3.07 
2 D Cox Crookham 7.28 
3 A Cameron Crawley 6.48 

Combined Power   1 flew 
1 D Cox Crookham 7.30 +5.40 
CLG/HLG   4 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 4.32 
2 B Colledge Birmingham 3.15 
3 K Taylor East Grinstead 2.58 

BIRMINGHAM 2023, N. LUFFENHAM, FEB 24 
Weather: Fine And Dry All Day 7°C,  Wind Mainly Westerly  
5-7mph      All classes  120s max all day 

F1G  16 flew Doubled? 
1 P Woodhouse 600 Y 5 G Manion 541 
2 C Foster 589 Y 6 B Whitehead 521 
3 S Philpott 586   7 A Morehouse 508 
4 I Taylor 564   8 B Dennis 479 

Pre 1970 Coupe D'hiver   6 flew 
   Model Class Doubled? 
1 C Foster 349 Baron Knight Classic Y 
2* P Woodhouse 346 Le Jump bis Vintage Y 
3 A Hewitt 319 SkyDhiver Classic   
4 B Dennis 256 Garter Knight Classic   

 * Peter Woodhouse Top Placed Vintage Coupe 

mailto:Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:phil.ball@ntlworld.com
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SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE 
Peter Hall 

The ’24 season gets off to a flying start at La  Grande Coupe de 
Birmingham. The weather was good and the turnout a record for 
recent times with fifteen competitors. A welcome check in the 
steady decline we have not enjoyed. 

Maybe we are about to experience a renaissance in free flight 
Perhaps droves of youngsters, driven half demented by social 
media hypnosis and made spotty and obese by junk food will 
clamour for the healthy rigour of club membership. Maybe 
Millennials ,confused  and disoriented by AI and Trumpery will 
seek the control and authenticity afforded by free flight. Maybe  
those in mid-life crisis will find reassurance and support by 
joining this community. 

In these identity conscious times we should welcome this 
potential increase in our membership diversity which at present 
is rivalled in its exclusivity only by the Chelsea Pensioners and 
the Yeomen Warders of the Tower of London.  Maybe 

Peter Woodhouse tops the league table as we look forward to the 
second round, the London Gala, April 14th  on Salisbury Plain. 
The Coupe scores in the Combined Mini event will count. 

Points for Coupe de Birmingham 
1 P Woodhouse 12 6 B Whitehead 5 
2 C Foster 9 7 A Moorhouse 4 
3 S Philpott 8 8 B Dennis 3 
4 I Taylor 7 9 M Marshall 2 
5 G Manion 6 10 S Darmon 1 

FOR SALE 

I'm looking to sell four free-flight models from my collection. 

Some of these models contributed to Bristol & West MFC's 

victory in the Plugge Cup in 2016/2017, which is when I 

acquired them to enhance my free-flight capabilities. 

Each model comes with a transport box made of corrugated 

plastic or sturdy cardboard. All models have been safely stored 

since their purchase, and I have never flown any of them. 

My priorities have shifted significantly in the past two years, 

leading me to the decision to find a better home for them. 

The models are : 

Inchworm Open Glider:  A small cosmetic crack on the balsa 

sheeting. I can supply a new KSB timer, if required.   

Electric Super Pearl with additional Spare Wing + stabilizer.  

2x SLOP, Seelig Timers, powered by OS Max FP 25 modified 

Starting stooge frame, foldable.  

Models are located in Honiton, Devon and can be potentially 

shipped in the boxes, costs to be confirmed. For detailed list with 

prices, please contact Pavol Rovensky, M: 07704 405 325, E-

mail: pavol.rovensky@yahoo.com.  

 

 

mailto:pavol.rovensky@yahoo.com
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BERNARD BOUTILLIER 

Jean-Luc Drapeau has given the 

sad  news that Bernard Boutillier 

died on March 28th aged 81. He 

was in very poor health and was in 

a retirement home near his home 

and his condition had worsened in 

his final months. 

Bernard had been very active in 

flying rubber and power classes, 

including often coming to Halton 

for the December Coupe d’Hiver, 

. Championship flying started with 

F1B in the 1977 World 

Championships in Denmark and 

the European Championship in the 

following year. At that time he 

was also flying F1C and it was in 

that class that Bernard represented 

France from 1986. He flew F1C in 

11 European Championships and 

9 World Championships. His 

notable achievement was to 

become World Champion at the 

1995 Championships in Hungary. 

He was also in the teams which 

won bronze team medals for 

France at the World 

Championships in 1999 in Israel 

and 2005 in Argentina. 

 

 


