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February 10-12
Lost Hills, CA,
New Zealand

February 14
Lost Hills, CA,
Canada

February 15-19

Lost Hill, CA,
USA

February 24 or
25

North Luffenham

March 8-10
Sakyla, Pori,
Finland

March 9-10
Sakyla, Pori,
Finland

March 9
Kutina, Croatia

March 10
Area Venues

March 16 or 17

Web site address:

DIARY

FEn

Kiwi World Cup Of New Zealand. F1A
F1B F1C F1E F1Q F1P World Cup event.
Contact: Roger Morrell, tel:
+13104838776, e: r_morrell@yahoo.com

North American Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q
World Cup event. Contact: Tony Mathews,

tel: +17054550185, email:
tmathews180@gmail.com
Bob White Memorial Max Men

International. F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1E
World Cup event. Contact: Blake Jensen,
tel: +15033139422, email:
bjensen@theoutlookonline.com

9" Grande Coupe de Birmingham. F1G
Aeromodeller Trophy 2 flights between
10.00 and 12.00 then 3 rounds; Pre-1970
Coupe 3 flights no rounds start 10.00.
Finish 14.45 followed by flyoffs £10 entry
covers both events. Contact: - Gavin
Manion at gavin.manion84@gmail.com
tel 01543 422509 or Stuart Darmon at
stuartdarmonfla@yahoo.com tel 01858
882057. Email the contacts to show
interest and receive notice on February 22
of which day will be chosen.

Moose Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Kim Henriksson, tel:
+358504606393, email:
kim.henriksson@eerika.com

Bear Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World Cup
event. Contact: Kim Henriksson, tel:

+358504606393, email:
kim.henriksson@eerika.com

Kutina Open International. FIN Contact:
Darko Ozimec, tel: +385915578108,
email: ozimec.darko@gmail.com

BMFA 1st Area event. CG, CP, CE
(Plugge), F1J (Plugge), Mini Vintage, P30
(Plugge), H/CLG. Area contacts.

Le Petit Classique de Brum. Details to
follow. Contact: - Gavin Manion at
gavin.manion84@gmail.com tel 01543
422509

March 16
Kietrz, Poland

March 17
Kietrz, Poland

March 21-22
Slanic, Romania

March 23-26
Slanic Prahova,
Romania

March 23-24
Tapolca,
Hungary

March 23
Dubnica,
Slovakia

March 29
(Good Friday)
Barkston Heath

April 1
(Easter Monday)
Salisbury Plain

April 6-8

Near Melton
Mowbray or Peak
District

SPZG Cup, Antoon van Eldik Memorial.
F1A F1B F1C F1Q World Cup event.
Contact: S Kubit, tel: +48601420383,
s-kubit@wp.pl or avanwallene@ziggo.nl

Kartel-Cup Pieter de Boer Memorial. F1A
F1B F1C F1Q World Cup event. Contact:
S Kubit, tel: +48601420383, email:
s-kubit@wp.pl or avanwallene@ziggo.nl

Cup Memorial Otto Hints. FID World
Cup event. Contact: Secretary General, tel:
+40723620600, email:
ioanaeu822@gmail.com

2024 World Championships F1D

33rd Herend Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1H F1P
F1Q World Cup event. Contact: Ferenc
Kerner, tel: +36205815349, email:
ferenc.kerner@hotmail.com

Medzinarodné Majstrovstvd Slovenska
FIN. Contact: Lubo$ Baur, tel:
+421949623479, e:
lubos.baur@gmail.com

BMFA Northern Gala. CG (CMA), CR
(Caton), CP (Hamley), CE, F1H, 1/2A,
SLOP (Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30,
H/CLG, E30. Club Champs. Contact: John
Carter

Croydon Woakefield Day / SAM1066.
Croydon Classes: F1B (in rounds), 40z and
80z Wakefield (combined), Marcus
Lightweights, P30. SAM1066 Classes:
Mini Vintage to BMFA rules, Vintage /
Classic Glider (combined) to SAM1066
rules, Vintage / Classic Power (combined)
to SAM1066 rules. Start 10.00. Contact;
Ray Elliott tel 07513 549734, email
ray.elliott8 @btinternet.com

BMFA 1st F1E Team Selection. 1 or 2
days according to weather.. Contact: lan

Kaynes 01252 512538,
kaynes@btinternet.com

7 Ashley Road, Farnborough, Hants, England GU14 7EZ

email:

info@freeflightnews.org.uk

https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/home.htm

Compiled and produced by lan Kaynes
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COUPROFILE 18 IVAN TAYLOR

This is the latest coupe with extra short nose and a touch
more wingspan.

Having just done an article for the Aeromodeller about my
Coupes it's not easy to put together much new stuff. I hope all
you Coupe buffs subscribe and will see the article.

Competition interest in rubber power started in 1974. Straight
into Wakefield with the help and encouragement of Joe Barnes,
one of the top Aces in those days. A great guy.

Winter warmth at Sculthorpe. Photo Dave Hipperson, | think.
In 1977 1 had good year especially with a 3rd at the Pierre
Trebod against 71 entrants which included the world's best
Wakefielders. A real boost that was. 83 was my first W/champs,
7 more team places followed. Best results were 11th and
12th.Also some good placings at open International events.

Later the introduction of purchased models en masse left
me feeling not so competitive but wishing to remain an
Aeromodeller! So | have been heavily involved in FF Scale in
recent years, which has helped improve my building skills and
understand some aerodynamic issues not previously
encountered. But the wonder of duration has been rekindled
with Coupes. | am also keen to do better in 2024 with my 50g
models. So along with some scale flying I should be kept busy
with repairs.

I have built two new Coupes since the first one, but have only
flown the first in competition. The latest was only completed
just after my A/M article, so | can mention that! All three are
more or less the same.

A final check on the weight of the latest, before placing the
pylon in the correct place for 60% CG gave 71g. It must have
dried out a bit having previously been 74g. This includes a
Ruyter bug. The prop assembly is a massive 259 so this gives
the sort of nose length Wakefield modellers dream of - | did,
anyway. So the prop tips are only 1"from the wing TE when
folded, excellent, | think?

This Wakefield 'look alike' is not as Coupes are supposed to
appear in public, so I'm told. Honestly, they weren't intended to
be so. The design is only based on my experiences of what |
believe works well for rubber driven duration models. Whether
this short nose model is successful or not remains unknown as |
write, and that's the pleasant tease when trying something a bit
different.

My thermal picking technique? Well that brings a smile to my Australia 1993, Martin Dilly steadies the finding tube of
face. It's a messy, anxiety ridden business, | have no clear the 90” span Wakefield prior to the 1st round. Flight time
understanding really, I'll use anything that's on offer! Now 25091

bubbles I like, on the right day, but they seem to have gone out

of fashion! insects are very reliable. | finished 11th. We got gold in the team placings.

Other ramblings will be on sale from good bookshops soon.
- 10-



JIM RICHMOND

Jim Richmond passed away on 15 December 2023 at the age of
96, after a lifetime of aeromodelling achievements

Jim’s interest in aviation began early in his life, winning
model aircraft contests as young as 15. His talent and
dedication propelled him to even greater heights in the
years to come.

He represented the United States 11 World Championships
including winning the events in 1968, 1978, 1984 and 2002.
Flying as defending World Champion after the 1986
Championship he flew and won the following three events in
1986, 1988 and 1990. Also he successfully defended his
2002 World Champion title at the 2004 championship,
making a total of 8 times as World Champion. This tally of
title significantly exceeded the basic three titles required for
the new CIAM Legends medal. Jim had not been able to

attend to receive this medal last year and it will now be
presented posthumously to his widow Mariana. Jim had met
Mariana at the 1970 World Championship in Romania).

Aside from his remarkable competition achievements, Jim
also dedicated himself to setting records. He set eight world
records and 61 national indoor records.

Jim’s accomplishments have been recognised through
dozens of prestigious awards. From the FAI, he received
the Paul Tissandier Diploma and the Alphonse Penaud Diploma.
In the USA he has been recognised through the AMA
Distinguished Service Award, induction into the AMA Hall of
Fame, recognition in the National Free Flight Society Hall of
Fame, and the NAA Wesley L. McDonald Distinguished
Statesman of Aviation Award.

RICHMONDS
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NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Simon
Dixon 8 Capulet Drive Bards Meadow Warwick Gate Warwick
CV34 6EU email;- Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk

The FFTC held a Zoom meeting from their homes on 08 January
2024.

Contest Entry Fees

Single Entry Fees £5 (Covers all events on any single day at
Area or Centralised Contests and all F1E contests). Multi day
contests £5 per day.

Separate site fee is applicable. Site fee on FFTC sites is £5 per
day; non FFTC sites charge may vary. Team Selection: £30
covers all classes and site fee (included is Season Ticket).

World Cup: £30 per event (included is Season Ticket).

Note: Members of clubs who have use of the site for trimming
and practise, i.e Grantham Club members for Barkston Heath,
or permit holders for Salisbury Plain or North Luffenham, will
still need to pay the field charge if they enter a contest.

Juniors: Free of Charge and no site fee except for Nationals

Nats Entry Fees — £10.00 a day plus site fee. £25 to cover all
three days. Space: Single Entry Fees £5 - plus relevant Field
charge for site

Season Ticket

The Season Ticket for 2024 has been set at £75. It represents
excellent value covering entry to all FFTC run events apart from
the Area event site fees and the Nationals. Season tickets for
2023 are available now from John Carter. Please allow 14 days
turn around for the licence to be operative.

To apply for a 2024 season ticket please contact John providing
the following:-

- Copy of your BMFA membership card

- Your home postal address and email address
- Cheque for £75 made payable to BMFA

- A stamped self-addressed envelope

John’s address is - La Petite Maison, 45 Grindley Lane, Meir
Heath, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST3 7LN Email:
nordicfla@outlook.com

Salisbury Plain and North Luffenham

There is a tab on the FFTC website for Permits where you can
apply and buy the permit that you require online. The cost is £30
for Salisbury Plain £40 for North Luffenham. The details of the
Conditions of Issue and Code of Conduct are included with the
application and must be strictly followed.

Free Flight Rules 2024

We have received responses about the 2024 rule changes
following their publication in FFTC News 126. We had actioned
points that members had requested but now realise that the
formal procedure of consultation had not been adhered to. For
this reason there will be no changes to the rule book for 2024.
The 2024 amended rule book will be published without the
changes from 2023. Proposed rule changes for 2025 will be
published later in the year with plenty of time for comments to
be considered before any decision is made to incorporate them
into the rule book.

2024 FF Nationals
All three days to be at Salisbury Area 8

- 13-

Facilities
There will be no camping or other facilities except for the
provision of toilets.

Awards
Certificates and medals for all events will be awarded.

Details

- There is no pre-entry requirement. Entry will be on the day.
The fee will be a simple £10.00 per day charge. This fee
would allow the entrant to fly in as many events/classes as
they desire on the day. There is no exemption for season
ticket holders.

- A payment of £25.00 will cover all three days entries.

- Number of flights and maxes to be decided on the day. There
will be no rounds for FAL.

- Start 10:00 - 18:00 on each day

Saturday May 25 Sunday May 26 Monday May 27
Combined Glider F1A Glider F1H glider
Combined Rubber F1B Rubber F1G rubber
Combined Power F1C Power F1] Power
Combined Electric F1Q Electric BMFA %,

Power
Classic Rubber/Power Vint Rubber/Power E36 Electric

Women's Cup Slow Open Power P30 Rubber
Catapult Glider Classic Glider E30 Electric
Frog Junior (J) Mini Vintage
Tailless CO2 Duration
Vintage Glider Catapult Glider

Hand Lunched G
Free Flight Overall Championships
Rubber Combined Rubber F1B F1G P30
Glider Combined Glider F1A F1H ClassicG
Power Combined Power F1C F1j SLOP
Electric Combined Electric F1Q E36 E30

- Points-9, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1. As per the Senior Championships. If
less than 6 persons fly the scores will be reduced top down.

- In the event of a tie the placings will be decided on the
number of entries in the classes flown. If a tie still pertains,
then the longest fly off score to decide.

Bowden Trophy
Sculthorpe East Anglian Gala on Sunday 28™ July

Nationals Coordinator
Mike Woodhouse

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NEWS

The Hispano France and Louis Dupuis 2-minutes events to be
held in France have now bene extended to cover two days, now
on August 14-15. It is not yet known how the event will be
scheduled over those two days.

The Krka Cup in Slovenia on October 19-20 has been split so
that the weekend has two World Cup events with Krka Cup on
October 19 and SLO Cup on October 20.

The Dorcol Cup indoor event will be held at the Belgrade Fair
Hall in Serbia from August 12 to 16. This includes F1D flown
over three days and F1L, F1M and F1R on the first and last days.
Exceptionally, this event has been accepted as a late addition to
the F1D World Cup event, which brings that World Cup up to
five events in 2024.
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SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE

Provisional Calendar 2024

The calendar this year is a little different to normal with the
delayed Coupe de Birmingham within calendar year, dates of
some host events shuffled round, only one Coupe event in the
Avreas rather than the usual two and Coupe (F1G) absorbed into
the new "Combined Mini" class at the London Gala. Combined
Mini should be won by an F1J so League points will be awarded
in accordance with the scores of Coupe entrants in isolation.
Scoring will remain as now with nine league points for first
place on the day then six down to one point for the following
places with five highest score to count toward final placings.
The League trophy will be presented at Coupe Europa. Here's
hoping for better weather.

Competition Date Location
Notes
1 Coupe de Brum 24 or 25 Feb N.Luffenham
Ask organiser for notification of selected date
2 London Gala 14 April Salisbury Plain

Coupe scores in Combined Mini to count

3 2" Area 28 April Area venues

4 Nationals 27 May Salisbury Plain
5 Crookham Gala 23 June t.b.c. Salisbury Plain
6 Southern Gala 18 August Salisbury Plain
7 Coupe Europa 13 October Salisbury Plain

UK COMPETITION NEWS

LONDON AREA INDOOR MEETING will be on April 21 at
Sports Centre, Bromley Campus, Rookery Lane, Bromley BR2
8HE 51.387069°N 0.035389°E. Hall is 70 ft x 120 ft with a
30 ft ceiling. Access is from the lower car park via door marked
Life Centre. From 11.00 to 15.00. Slots for free flight and RC
flying, plus low-key events for Hangar Rat and 12” Catapult
Glider. £8 for flyers (E4 for under 18s) and £2 for spectators.
Cash only please. Open to all BMFA members. Contact Martin
Dilly (martindilly20@gmail.com) or call 02087775533 for more
details.

Croydon / SAM 1066 Contests 2024

CROYDON WAKEFIELD DAY / SAM1066 will be on April
1 (Easter Monday) on Salisbury Plain Area 8. Start 10.00.
Croydon Classes: F1B (in rounds), 40z and 8oz Wakefield
(combined), Marcus Lightweights, P30. SAM1066 Classes:
Mini Vintage to BMFA rules, Vintage / Classic Glider
(combined) to SAM1066 rules, Vintage / Classic Power
(combined) to SAM1066 rules. Contact; Ray Elliott tel 07513
549734, email ray.elliott8 @btinternet.com

CROYDON COUPE EUROPA / SAM1066 will be on October
13 on Salisbury Plain Area 8. Start 10.00. Croydon Classes:
F1G (in rounds), Vintage Coupe. SAM1066 Classes: Mini
Vintage to BMFA rules, Vintage / Classic Glider (combined) to
SAM1066 rules, Vintage / Classic Power (combined) to
SAM1066 rules. Contact; Ray Elliott tel 07513 649734, email
ray.elliott8 @btinternet.com

FREE FLIGHT RANKING

These are the rankings on January 1. For more details see https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/ranking/latest.htm
Note that there were no competitions during November and December so the changes shown come from older competitions counting
for fewer points. There are a few other changes as a result of revising results according to the status of competitors’ Licences.

Changes since Nov 1

F1A total pts places points
1 P Findahl SWE 3634 0 11
2 M Hrast SLO 3243 0 -30
3 R Hellgren SWE 3074 1 25
4 D Fric CZE 2966 1 -79
5 E Ragot FRA 2953 -2 -113
6 A Arigos ARG 2914 1 1
7 E Galor ISR 2786 -1 -184
8 M Sivonen FIN 2767 0 -110
9 Y Bichet ISR 2749 0 -50
10 | Csikar HUN 2726 3 30
11 J Nyhegn DEN 2699 4 11
12 R Lesko CRO 2672 0 -62
13 A van Wallene NED 2659 5 -2
14 G Malizki ISR 2653 2 -25
15 | Bezak SVK 2644 8 61
F1B

1 BHao AUS 3435 0 0
2 A Krawiec POL 3360 2 29
3 Y Sarig ISR 3357 0 18
4 S Stefanchuk UKR 3338 1 8
5 A Starov UKR 3299 -3 -104
6 M Kovalenko UKR 2999 0 =77
7 A Andriukov USA 2968 0 -79
8 O Kulakovsky UKR 2850 1 -99
9 B Gostojic SRB 2676 -1 -361
10 V Urban CZE 2669 1 -98
11 B Grubic SRB 2665 -1 -224
12 D Larsen NOR 2616 0 -72
13 M Woolner GBR 2519 0 -110
14 | Yurtseven TUR 2499 1 37
15 B Jensen USA 2372 2 -41
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Changes since Nov 1

FiC total pts places points
1V Aleksandrov UKR 3589 0 0
2 Y Gao CHN 3351 0 0
3 C Wachtler GER 3018 0 -99
4 S Dobrev BUL 2657 2 -96
5 E Shemesh ISR 2604 -1 -205
6 D Jermol CRO 2577 -1 -202
7  F Parker USA 2373 1 -146
8 A Babenko UKR 2368 -1 -354
9 M Mashiach ISR 2343 2 -8
10 G Menanno USA 2292 0 -193
11 Z Kovacki SRB 2275 -2 -239
12 B Bauer HUN 2154 0 -193
13 G Aringer GER 2132 0 -90
14 M Dupont FRA 1914 0 -129
F1E

1 JZurowski POL 3043 1 -93
2 K Zurowski POL 2983 -1 -178
3 JDrapeau FRA 2965 1 -8
4 A Winker GER 2809 -1 -176
5 M Mckeever USA 2628 0 -206
6 F Draghici ROU 2587 2 -59
7 P Eleonora BUL 2528 0 -160
8 M Prodanel ROU 2516 -2 -250
9 E Gorban UKR 2485 0 -150
10 P Bryja POL 2335 0 -213
11 D Bildea ROU 2228 3 3
12 C Ziober POL 2156 0 -111
13V Vladev BUL 2086 -2 -389
14 J Orel CZE 2039 1 -72
15 S Masarczyk POL 2023 1 -33
16 M Popescu ROU 1987 -3 -247
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