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FFn DIARY 

January 28 

Athens, Greece 

F1N Acropolis Cup. F1N   Contact: 

Nikolaos Makrakis, tel: +306937064900, 

email: elaoinfo@elao.gr    

February 10-12 

Lost Hills, CA, 

New Zealand 

Kiwi World Cup Of New Zealand. F1A 

F1B F1C F1E F1Q F1P  World Cup event. 

Contact: Roger Morrell, tel: 

+13104838776, e:  r_morrell@yahoo.com 

February 14 

Lost Hills, CA, 

Canada 

North American Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  

World Cup event. Contact: Tony Mathews, 

tel: +17054550185, email: 

tmathews180@gmail.com  

February 15-19 

Lost Hill, CA, 

USA 

Bob White Memorial Max Men 

International. F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1E  

World Cup event. Contact: Blake Jensen, 

tel: +15033139422, email: 

bjensen@theoutlookonline.com  

February 24 or 

25 

North Luffenham 

9th Grande Coupe de Birmingham. F1G 

See page 7 of this issue. 

March 8-10 

Säkylä, Pori, 

Finland 

Moose Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Kim Henriksson, tel: 

+358504606393, email:  

kim.henriksson@eerika.com  

March 9-10 

Säkylä, Pori, 

Finland 

Bear Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup 

event. Contact: Kim Henriksson, tel: 

+358504606393, email: 

kim.henriksson@eerika.com  

March 9 

Kutina, Croatia 

Kutina Open International. F1N   Contact: 

Darko Ozimec, tel: +385915578108, 

email: ozimec.darko@gmail.com   

March 10  

Area Venues 

BMFA 1st Area event. CG, CP, CE 

(Plugge), F1J (Plugge), Mini Vintage, P30 

(Plugge), H/CLG. Area contacts. 

March 16 or 17 Le Petit Classique de Brum. Details to 

follow. Contact: - Gavin Manion at 

gavin.manion84@gmail.com tel 01543 

422509 

March 16 

Kietrz, Poland 

SPZG Cup, Antoon van Eldik Memorial. 

F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. 

Contact: S Kubit, tel: +48601420383,         

s-kubit@wp.pl  or avanwallene@ziggo.nl  

March 17 

Kietrz, Poland 

Kartel-Cup Pieter de Boer Memorial. F1A 

F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

S Kubit, tel: +48601420383, email:              

s-kubit@wp.pl  or avanwallene@ziggo.nl  

March 21-22 

Slanic, Romania 

Memorial Otto Hints. F1D  World Cup 

event. Contact: Secretary General, tel: 

+40723620600,   ioanaeu822@gmail.com  

March 23-26 

Slanic, Romania 

2024 World Championships F1D 

March 23-24 

Tapolca, 

Hungary 

33rd Herend Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1H F1P 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Ferenc 

Kerner, tel: +36205815349, email: 

ferenc.kerner@hotmail.com  

March 23 

Dubnica, 

Slovakia 

Medzinárodné Majstrovstvá Slovenska 

F1N. Contact: Luboš Baur, tel: 

+421949623479,  lubos.baur@gmail.com    

March 29 

(Good Friday) 

Barkston Heath 

BMFA Northern Gala. CG (CMA), CR 

(Caton), CP (Hamley), CE, F1H, 1/2A, 

SLOP (Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30, 

H/CLG, E30. (Club Champs). Contact: 

John Carter 

April 6-8 

Near Melton 

Mowbray or Peak 

District 

BMFA 1st F1E Team Selection. 1 or 2 

days according to weather.. Contact: Ian 

Kaynes  01252 512538, 

kaynes@btinternet.com   

April 6-7 

Capannori 

(Lucca), Italy 

Memorial Adriano Ghiselli. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Fabrizio 

Ceccarini, tel: +393474308840, email: 

f.ceccarini@tin.it  or 

fabri1947@gmail.com    

April 6 

Sombor, Serbia 

IX Backa Indoor Open. F1N   Contact: 

Stevan Janovic, tel: +38163516611, email: 

somboraeroklub@gmail.com  

April 13-14  

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA London Gala. Sat - CG, CR, CP, 

CE, Mini Vintage,. Sum – Combined Mini 

(F1H, F1G, F1J), 1/2A, E36, P30, H/CLG, 

E30, CO2.  Contact: :Simon Dixon 

April 13-14 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

2 F1E World Cup events. 13th: Otto-

Kuttler-Cup,  14th: Föhrlberg-Cup. 

Contact: Peter Kuttler, tel: 

+491609451646,  Kuttler-Peter@web.de  
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FAI INDOOR EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS, 
SLANIC, ROMANIA, DECEMBER 11 TO 14 

Ian Kaynes 

The 2022 World Indoor Championships in Romania were held 

in December and this European Championship followed one 

year later. However, there has been a preference to move back 

to March for the Slanic Championships as had been the 

practice before the pandemic. This is considered to give better 

flying conditions and is also away from the December holiday 

period. The 2024 World Championships will be at Slanic 

during March and thus these 2023 European Champs were 

only three months before the next World Champs. 

Consequently entries for these Euro Champs were low. 

Entries had been received from 7 countries plus a guest visit 

by South Korea. From these Lithuania and Hungary dropped 

out for health reasons and South Korea attendance did not 

happen. This left UK and Romania with full senior teams and 

partial teams from Israel, Slovakia and Ukraine, a total of 15 

senior and 7 junior competitors. This number of nations had 

met the CIAM requirement for six nations on entries but fell 

below this limit on number of participants which is the term 

used in the CIAM Sporting Code. By contrast the similar rules 

in the FAI General Section sets the limit to be assessed on final 

entries. In these circumstances the CIAM Bureau confirmed 

that the Championships could be accepted as official. 

The first event at Slanic was the Otto Hints Cup held on 

December 9th and 10th, which was the second of the two events 

in the inaugural Indoor World Cup. Ivan Treger was a clear 

winner from the 16 competitors with a two-flight total of 

58.08. The next day was for practice flying with people 

working to improve their times against this high bar of 29 

minutes. 

The opening ceremony was held in the hotel and next day was 

the first competition day. Good times were soon being 

recorded and the best times of the round were 28.00 by Ivan 

Treger,  26.30 by Corneliu Mangalea and 26.01 by Mark 

Benns. The jury was required for a bizarre protest from the 

Romanian team manager protesting against one of their team 

members Radu Foamete for not following the builder of the 

model rule. The protest was against his participation and the 

jury rejected it since such a protest must be submitted before 

the start of the competition. Later in the day it was resubmitted 

against an irregularity during the competition. Foamete gave a 

signed statement that claimed he built the model. The jury 

ruled against the protest because of the lack of evidence. This 

was, of course, under the 2023 Sporting Code, without the 

additional details defining builder of the model which are in 

the 2024 edition of the Code. 

After a lunch break, it was time for the afternoon round. Ivan 

Treger made 22 seconds more that his first round time while 

on the British team Mark Benns followed his good first round 

flight with one slightly shorter and Tony Hebb made 25.25 and 

Hans Staartjes 23.45. The British team were leading Romania, 

with these two being  only full 3-person teams. 

The next two days would be slightly different from the 

previous two days in that the mine was open for tourists. The 

first effect of that was that there was for the modellers there 

was only one minibus down to the mine instead of two. There 

was a half hour delay while the first minibus drove down into 

the mine, unloaded and came back to the hotel. Unfortunately 

there were a few competitors who had to wait for the second 

bus and thus would miss practice time. The start of round 3 

was delayed from 9.00 to 9.30 to allow for this.. Mark and 

Hans both clocked 25+ flights to improve their total scores 

while Ivan Treger continued to increase his times with 28.36. 

The later start of the round produced no delay and the 

afternoon round started on time at 13.00. Flight times were 

generally a little down on the morning times except for Hans 

Staartjes improving his time with a 26.16. This helped keep 

GBR ahead of Romania. 

The final day was on a tighter schedule in order to finish in 

time for the prize giving in the evening. Flying conditions 

seemed rather different and more turbulent but the Romanians 

adapted well, using their local knowledge of the site. All three 

Romanians improved their times in the morning round while 

for the British team only Tony Hebb added to his score with a 

24.47. Consequently Romania took the team lead and 

maintained that through the final round with further small 

improvements to their times. Ivan Treger sealed his individual 

victory with a 28.28 flight. 

Mark Benns winding for the first round and his longest flight 

 

 

The 26.16 fourth flight by Hans approaching balloon but 

didn’t need steering 
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          Ivan Treger’s prop - carbon outline and composite spar                Final round flights – moths attracted to the light? 

Individual results 

1 Ivan Treger SVK 28.00 28.22 28.36 27.34 24.55 28.28 57.04 

2 Corneliu Mangalea ROU 26.30 25.58 26.37 26.02 27.03 27.20 54.23 

3 Horatiu Somesan ROU 0.00 20.40 25.01 25.45 26.47 23.27 52.32 

4 Mark Benns GBR 26.01 25.45 25.57 24.58 25.35 24.17 51.58 

5 Hans Straartjes GBR 11.09 23.45 25.25 26.16 24.11 8.19 51.41 

6 Anthony Hebb GBR 22.53 25.25 22.45 15.51 24.47 22.08 50.12 

7 Radu Foamete ROU 23.04 23.23 23.56 23.34 24.55 24.34 49.29 

8 Mark Gilad ISR 21.35 19.30 22.26 21.13 22.34 20.18 45.00 

9 Lior Bachar ISR 20.32 21.29 22.08 22.01 22.25 21.03 44.33 

No.of best flights in each round  1 1 1 1 4 1 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 0 0 4 1 2 2 

No.of scoring flights in each round 1 1 5 2 6 3 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  7 9 9 9 9 8 51 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  7 8 9 8 9 8 49 

No.flts exceeding  25 min  3 4 5 4 3 2 21 

Longest single flight 28.36 by Ivan Treger 

Team results  total    Round by round places 

1 Romania ROU 156.24 2 2 2 2 1 1      

2 United Kingdom GBR 153.51 1 1 1 1 2 2      

3 Israel ISR 89.33 3 3 3 3 3 3      

4 Slovakia SVK 57.04 4 4 4 4 4 4      

Individual Junior results 

1 Eduard Bouleanu ROU 25.38  25.06 26.16 20.00 21.26 0.00 51.54 

2 Alexandru Matei ROU 24.06 25.25 25.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 50.33 

3 Stefan Sandulache ROU 21.55 22.03 20.19 0.00 0.00 23.09 45.12 

4 Ivan Trusov UKR 21.31 21.05 21.26 19.29 21.46 22.45 44.31 

5 Alina Bakhmatska  F UKR 19.02 20.44 20.29 19.24 0.00 15.38 41.13 

No.of best flights in each round  0 2 1 0 0 2 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 1 1 2 0 1 0 

No.of scoring flights in each round 1 3 3 0 1 2 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  5 5 5 3 2 3 23 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  4 5 5 1 2 2 19 

No.flts exceeding  25 min  1 2 2 0 0 0 5 

Longest single flight 26.16 by Eduard Bouleanu 

Junior Team results 

1 Romania ROU 147.39 
2 Ukraine UKR 85.44 

MEMORIAL OTTO HINTS, SLANIC 
PRAHOVA, ROMANIA, DEC 9-10 

F1D-Junior   5 flew 

1 E Bouleanu ROU 24.56 24.48 49.44 

2 O Furjes ROU 20.33 20.19 40.52 

3 S Chiscop ROU 19.08 18.12 37.20 

 

F1D   16 flew 
1 I Treger SVK 29.14 28.54 58.08 
2 C Mangalea ROU 26.17 26.06 52.23 
3 R Foamete ROU 25.01 24.59 50.00 
4 E Bouleanu (J) ROU 24.56 24.48 49.44 
5 T Furjes ROU 23.44 23.24 47.08 
6 M Benns GBR 22.00 21.57 43.57 
7 V Nicoara ROU 23.26 19.44 43.10 
8 L Bachar ISR 22.03 21.03 43.06 
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F1D WORLD CUP 2023 

F1D 
1 Corneliu Mangalea ROU 883 OH-2 KB-4 
2 Brett Sanborn USA 595 KB-1 
3 Ivan Treger SVK 590 OH-1 
4 Kang Lee USA 524 KB-2 
5 John Kagan USA 453 KB-3 

F1D-Junior 
1 Eduard Bouleanu (J) ROU 579 OH-1 
2 Guha Ekambaram (J) USA 578 KB-1 
3 Oliver Furjes (J) ROU 387 OH-2 

Contests included in the results  Numbers flying 

     F1D F1DJ 

KB Kibbie Dome Annual USA Jun 19-23  21  4 
OH Memorial Otto Hints ROU Dec 9-10  16  5 

CIAM PROPOSALS 

Below is a description of the proposals relevant to free flight 
which are to be included on the agenda of the 2024 Plenary 
meeting.  Please wait for the official agenda to be published and 
then comment to your national CIAM delegate. 

Note that the Volume F1 paragraph numbers refer to the 2023 
edition of the Sporting Code. The 2024 editions of the General 
Rules and Volume F1 are now available via the CIAM home 
page. The 2024 Volume F1 includes the renumbering with class 
names for each class. 

CIAM General Rules 

There are only two proposals for the General Rules part of the 
Sporting Code and both are relevant to free flight. 

C.11.1 
Italy propose to greatly dilute the model identification rule 
C.11.1. Currently the rule requires that models “shall carry” the 
nationality and FAI ID numbers and individual identification of 
each part of the model. Italy propose to dilute  “shall carry” to  
“could present”. They also propose to delete item (c) which rules 
out having multiple numbers on a model. The reason given is 
that the rule is not always observed at model processing and to 
facilitate use and swapping of manufactured models. 

C15.2.1 
The Free Flight Subcommittee propose adding F1Q to the list of 
classes at Junior Championships.   

Reasons: It is desirable to allow juniors an electric powered 
class, particularly in view of the small number flying F1P. The 
choice of F1Q follows its acceptance for senior championships 
in 2023.  The adoption of the same class for juniors gives an easy 
progression to flying the same class at senior level when they 
are too old for the junior category. F1Q models are easier to trim 
than the smaller F1S models. The F1P event usually has a small 
number of competitors and so it is possible that F1Q could be 
flown on the same day and thus not adding an extra day. 

Volume F1 Electronic evidence of flight time 

F1.2.7 
The FFSC propose to change this rule to allow only EDIC 
approved altimeters, which removes the signature dance before 
flyoffs, and to require the evidence to be produced after each 
flyoff flight. This simplifies the text to 

In Fly-offs, altimeters approved by EDIC may be mounted 
in or on a model and used to produce a time-altitude graph 
of the recorded flight. The responsibility of the use and 
correct functioning of such devices rests with the 
competitor. 

The use of an altimeter is voluntary.  

The altimeter must be shown to the timekeeper before the 
flight for the timekeeper to record the serial number marked 
on the altimeter and to confirm that it shows the empty 
memory indication. 

No later than 30 minutes from the end of the fly off round, 
the jury will ask the competitor who filed the dispute to read 
out the altimeter data and present the altitude versus time 
graph. The jury determine the flown time for the fly off 
round for which a dispute has been filed. If the moment of 
launch, landing and flight time can be clearly established, 
the flight time will be recorded for the final result. If any one 
of these conditions is not met, the timekeeper’s time of the 
disputed fly off round will be used as the score for that fly 
off round. In case of a protest related to the altimeter 
generated flight time, the altitude graphs must be made 
available to the jury. Failure to do so will result in the time 
keeper’s recorded flight time being the official score. 

Reasons: To require that only altimeters approved by EDIC may 
be used and this removes the complex procedure for non-
approved altimeters to obtain a signature on the altitude trace 
before the flight. A further requirement is to examine the altitude 
trace after each flight, rather than allowing multiple flyoff flights 
to be recorded before examining the results, which results in a 
more complicated review process and can add unentitled 
competitors to later flyoffs, confusing the final result. 

The USA submitted 2 proposals to make the 2 changes which 
are included in this FFSC proposal.  

The USA have also submitted a proposal which extends the 
procedure for challenging times to apply to the rounds flights as 
well as the flyoff. 

F1Q 

3.8.2 

The FFSC propose to allow the organisers to specify 2 Joules 

and 20 second run for specific rounds or for all rounds, if 

announced in advance. 

Reason: To give the contest organiser the option to restrict 

performance to reduce distance flown and limit the number in 

the flyoff. 

Another proposal from FFSC requires that the energy limiter 

used must be one that is approved by EDIC 

Reason: To provide assurance of the accuracy of the energy 

limiter.  

Hungary propose a fundamental change of F1Q by replacing the 

existing proportionality of weight and power for models up to 

550g by a rigid weight and power (which in F1A B and C hss 

resulted in standardised models). The proposal is: 

The model’s minimum weight is 500 grams, maximum 
duration of the motor run is 20 seconds from the release 
of model. The energy budget of each model is 1000 joules. 

Their stated reasons are: The joule and motor run time decrease 
is given, because the competitors flying with 2 J/g and 20 sec for 
years. To unify this category the minimum weight is necessary; 
in addition, it allows the limiter manufacturers to set every 
limiter to 1000 J and the competitors must only install it in the 
system without calculating, on the other hand, F1Q is a WCh 
category, currently there isn’t a parameter on the model which 
is measurable. All the other categories have weight and surface 
restrictions, to control performance and allow to have a fair 
competition. 

3.8.7 

The FFSC propose to amend the duration of flights to be the 
same as F1ABC, that is a maximum of 4 minutes in round 1 and 
another round if possible. In addition to the option to vary the 
maximum according to conditions it also allows for the 
reduction to 2 J and 20 sec run it these were not already in use. 

Reason: With F1Q now a championship class this brings the rule 
into line with F1A F1B F1C with the additional freedom to 
change energy limit as well as maximum. 
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3.8.7 

The FFSC propose to change the flyoff rules to be in line with 
F1ABC as starting with a 6 minute maximum. It includes the 
stipulation that 2 Joules and 20 second run are used for the flyoff 
(currently only an option) and allows for possibly reducing it 
below this level. 

Reason: To increase the maximum time for the first flyoff from 
5 minutes to 6 minutes. This is 2 minutes longer then the longest 
maximum in the rounds which has increased to 4 minutes.  It is 
also consistent with F1A F1B F1C. To force the use of a 2 
joules/20sec limit for the flyoff which is currently optional. The 
modification to (d) leaves the option of a limit below this level. 

Annex 1 

The FFSC propose to change paragraph 4.b to add that points 
are awarded only to competitors who have completed at least 
three official flights, continuing with the current details of point 
allocation. 

Reason: To ensure that those flying only one or two flights 
cannot be considered for points. This also means that 
competitors in events which are terminated prematurely after 
only one of two flights will not be eligible for World Cup points. 

Annex 4 

The FFSC propose to add F1Q to the list of classes for the Free 
Flight Ranking. 

Volume F1 - Indoor 

F1.1.2 

The Free Flight Subcommittee (FFSC) propose to add a new 
Indoor item to this paragraph on the provision of timekeepers: 

c) In F1D Championships two timekeepers may be provided 
for each national team and each defending champion, with 
different timekeepers for each round. Alternatively a 
central pool of timekeepers may be provided and two 
timekeepers are allocated to competitors in the order in 
which they arrive to request timekeepers. 

Reasons: To economise on the number of timekeepers 

particularly at sites where there are limits on the number of 

models allowed in the air at any one time. 

F1.3.2 

The FFSC propose changing the rule for processing models for 
competition flights so that the model may be checked before or 
after the flight and the rubber motors are to be weighed only 
after the flight. 

There is also a consequential change to 3.4.2 to apply the same 
change to models using reduced motors and a spacer. 

Reason: To make processing as efficient as possible. 

F1.4.2 
The FFSC have proposed adding to this paragraph a clarification 
that when a junior is having his time also counted in the senior 
event then he must still obey the rules requiring a junior helper 
and steering rules. 

Annex 3.A3.5 
The FFSC propose changing item 3 to clarify that for F1D model 
checking the weight, wing chord, tail span and wingspan must 
be checked before or after the flight. 

F1N International Series 
Serbia propose establishing an international series to combine 
the results in competitions for F1N (Indoor hand launch glider). 
The proposal includes a scoring system awarding points to all 
competitors according to the ratio of their placing with the 
number of flyers and a variable range of bonus points to the top 
ten. The reason is to increase the participation and interest in 
F1N competitions. 

Discussion at the Bureau meeting resulted in a plan to run am 
unofficial World Cup for F1N in 2024, which will have 
progressed sufficiently by the time of the Plenary meeting to 
allow an assessment of results and scoring. 

CIAM CALENDAR 2024 

Changes to the calendar published in December FFn. 

First, it was indeed the 2024 calendar and not the 2023 calendar 
as shown in the heading! 

The following are additions to the previous list: 

May 12 
Salonta, 
Romania 

Szabó Miklós Memorial. F1A F1B F1C 
F1H F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 
József GUTI, tel: +36203635573, email: 
gutijozsef74@gmail.com 

May 19-20 
Kongenshus 
Mindepark, 
Denmark 

Norwegian Cup. F1A F1B F1Q F1S  
World Cup event. Contact: Atle 
Klungrehaug, tel: +4790673278, email: 
aklark@online.no  

August 15 
Saint Jean de 
Sauves, France 

Concours Louis Dupuis 2 minutes. F1G 
F1H F1S  Contact: Benoit Jacquemin, tel: 
+33608002780, benoit.jacquemin@vol-
libre-moncontourois.fr  

November 27 
Slanic Prahova, 
Romania 

Memorial Emil Foamete. F1D  World 
Cup event. Contact: Secretary General, 
tel: +40723620600, email: 
ioanaeu822@gmail.com  

To avoid a date clash two events at Salonta, Romania, are moved 
back one week so that the Harghita Cup will be on June 8 and 
the Carpati Cup on June 9. 

To avoid clashing with the F1E Euro Champs the three F1E 
events in Poland are brought forward by one week:  Governor’s 
Cup on August 9,  Toszek Cup on August 10, and Friendship 
Cup of Ukraine on August 11. 

The Krka Cup scheduled for October 19-20 in Slovenia is 
planned to be split into two World Cup events with the Krka Cup 
on October 19 and SLO Cup on October 20. 

F1E European Championships 

Provisional details are becoming available of these F1E 
championships.  

The most notable feature is that it will be flown on the west side 
by the airfield. The slopes on this side are optimistically 
described as covering wind directions south east to south west 
and south west to north’. The organization will be based in the 
town of Litomerice, where the ceremonies, meetings and model 
processing will take place.  The schedule is: 

Aug 18 World Cup event 
Aug 19 Registration. Model processing, opening ceremony 
Aug 20 Junior Championships 
Aug 21 Senior Championships 
Aug 22 Reserve day 
Aug 23 Reserve day, awards, closing ceremony, banquet 
Aug 24 World Cup event. 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Simon 
Dixon 8 Capulet Drive Bards Meadow Warwick Gate Warwick 
CV34 6EU email;- Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk    

FFTC 2024 

The members of the FFTC are the same as in 2023. That is Mike 
Woodhouse as Chairman, Simon Dixon as Secretary and Results 
officer, John Carter as Treasurer, Mark Benns as Rules officer, 
Phil Ball as Safety officer, Trevor Seabrook as Space Specialist 
Body representative and Ken Faux as PRO. Ian Kaynes also sits 
on the committee in a non-voting position as FAI representative. 

2024 Contest Entry Fees 

Single Entry Fees £5 (Covers all events on any single day at 
Area or Centralised Contests and all F1E contests). Multiday 
contests £5 per day. 

Separate site fee is applicable. Site fee on FFTC sites is £5 per 
day; non FFTC sites charge may vary. 

mailto:gutijozsef74@gmail.com
mailto:aklark@online.no
mailto:benoit.jacquemin@vol-libre-moncontourois.fr
mailto:benoit.jacquemin@vol-libre-moncontourois.fr
mailto:Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk
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Team Selection: £30 covers all classes and site fee (included in 
Season Ticket). 

World Cup: £30 per event (included is Season Ticket). 

Note: Members of clubs who have use of the site for trimming 
and practise, i.e Grantham Club members for Barkston Heath, 
or permit holders for Salisbury Plain or North Luffenham, will 
still need to pay the field charge if they enter a contest. 

Juniors: Free of Charge and no site fee except for Nationals. 

Nats Entry Fees – £10.00 a day plus site fee. £25 to cover all 
three days. 

2024 Season Ticket 

The Season Ticket for 2024 has been set at £75. It represents 
excellent value covering entry to all FFTC run events 
apart from the Area event site fees and the Nationals. Season 
tickets for 2023 are available now from John Carter. 
Please allow 14 days turn around for the licence to be operative. 

To apply for a 2024 season ticket please contact John providing 
the following:- 

• Copy of your BMFA membership card 

• Your home postal address and email address 

• Cheque for £75 made payable to BMFA 

• A stamped self-addressed envelope 

John’s address is - La Petite Maison, 45 Grindley Lane, Meir 
Heath, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST3 7LN   Email: 
nordicf1a@outlook.com  

BMFA CALENDAR 2024 

Note that most of the contact names given here are the FFTC 

member responsible for the event. These will be replaced when 

Contest Directors have been found for the event. 

March 10  
Area Venues 

1st Area event. CG, CP, CE (Plugge), F1J 
(Plugge), Mini Vintage, P30 (Plugge), 
H/CLG. Area contacts. 

March 29 Good 
Friday Barkston 
Heath 

Northern Gala. CG (CMA), CR (Caton), 
CP (Hamley), CE, F1H, 1/2A, SLOP 
(Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30, H/CLG, 
E30. (Club Champs). Contact: John Carter 

April 6-8 
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

1st F1E. Team Selection. 1 or 2 days 
according to weather.. Contact: Ian Kaynes  
01252 512538, kaynes@btinternet.com   

April 13-14  
Salisbury Plain 

London Gala. Sat - CG, CR, CP, CE, Mini 
Vintage,. Sum – Combined Mini (F1H, 
F1G, F1J), 1/2A, E36, P30, H/CLG, E30, 
CO2.  Contact: :Simon Dixon 

April 28  
Area Venues 

2nd Area event . CR, CP (White), CE, F1A 
(SMAE), F1G (Plugge), E36 (Plugge),. 
Mini Vintage (Plugge), H/CLG. Area 
contacts. 

May 4-5 
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

2nd F1E (SM trophy). Contact: Ian Kaynes 
, 01252 512538, kaynes@btinternet.com 

May 11-12 
Barkston Heath 

F1A, B, C, Q. Team Selection. Contact: 
:Phil Ball 

May 19  
Area Venues 

3rd Area event. CG, CR (Gamage), F1C 
(Plugge, Halfax), F1Q, 1/2A, E36, Vintage 
Glider (Plugge), Mini Vintage, P30, 
H/CLG (Plugge), Tailless. Area contacts. 

May 25-27  
Salisbury Plain 

Nationals.. CG (Thurston), CR (Model 
Aircraft), CP (Shelly), CE, F1A 
(Ronytube), F1B (Boxall), F1C (Cash), 
F1Q (Astral), F1H (BA), F1G (308), F1J 
(Quickstart), 1/2A (Hales), E36 (Short), 
Vintage RP (Jubilee), Vintage G, Classic 
RP, Classic G (Ripmax), SLOP (Harris), 
Mini Vintage (Weston), P30 (Flight), 
H/CLG (HLG), Tailless (Lady Shelley), 
E30, CO2 (Sparklets). Contact: :Mike 
Woodhouse 

June 8-9  
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

3rd F1E Team Selection. 1 or 2 days 
according to weather.. Contact: Ian Kaynes  
01252 512538, kaynes@btinternet.com   

June 16  
Area Venues 

4th Area event. CG, CP (Plugge, Team 
Keil), CE, F1B (Gutteridge), Vintage RP 
(Plugge), P30, H/CLG, E30 (Plugge). Area 
contacts. 

June 28-30  
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

4th F1E Team Selection. 1 or 2 days 
according to weather.. Contact: Ian Kaynes  
01252 512538, kaynes@btinternet.com  

July 7  
Area Venues 

5th Area. CP, F1Q, F1H (Plugge), 1/2A 
(Plugge), E36, Mini Vintage, P30, H/CLG, 
CO2 (Plugge). Area contacts. 

July 21  
Area Venues 

6th Area event. CR, F1A (Plugge, 
KMAA), F1Q (Plugge), F1J, Vintage RP, 
SLOP, Mini Vintage, P30, H/CLG, 
Tailless (Plugge). Area contacts. 

August 3-4  
Sculthorpe 

East Anglian Gala. CG, CR, CP, CE, E36, 
Vintage RP, Vintage Glider, Classic RP, 
Classic G, Mini Vintage, P30, H/CLG, 
CO2, Tailless. Contact: :Mike Woodhouse 

August 18  
Salisbury Plain 

Southern Gala. CG, CR, CP, CE, F1H, 
F1G, F1J, H/CLG, E30. Contact :Ken 
Faux 

September 1  
Area Venues 

7th Area -event Day. CG, CR (Plugge, 
Team Farrow), CE, F1C (Buskelll), 1/2A, 
E36, Classic RP (Plugge), Classic G 
(Plugge), H/CLG. Area contacts. 

September 7-8  
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

5th F1E Team Selection reserve. 1 or 2 
days according to weather.. Contact: Ian 
Kaynes, 01252 512538, 
kaynes@btinternet.com  

September 14  
Sculthorpe 

Stonehenge Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q. 
Contact: :John Carter 

September 15  
Sculthorpe 

Equinox Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q. 
Contact: :John Carter 

September 21-22  
Sculthorpe 

F1A, B, C, Q. Team Selection Reserve. 
Contact: :Phil Ball 

September 28-30  
Near Melton 
Mowbray or Peak 
District 

6th F1E Team Selection reserve. 1 or 2 
days according to weather.. Contact: Ian 
Kaynes, 01252 512538, 
kaynes@btinternet.com    

October 6  
Area Venues 

8th Area event. . CG (Plugge, Team Model 
Engineer), F1B (Plugge), F1J, E36, SLOP 
(Plugge, Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30, 
H/CLG, E30. Area contacts. 

October 19 
Barkston Heath 

Midland Gala. Combined Mini (F1H, F1G, 
F1J), 1/2A, SLOP, Mini Vintage, P30, 
E36, H/CLG, CO2. Contact: :Phil Ball 

Nov 3 or 17 
Buckminster 

Buckminster Gala. TBA 

mailto:nordicf1a@outlook.com
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
mailto:kaynes@btinternet.com
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COUPROFILE 17  CHRIS REDRUP  

Chris, You are chairman of Crookham Contest  Modellers and 
in second place in the BMFA Freeflight Championships 2023. 
Tell us something about your free-flight history. 

 For some reason I have always been interested in  aviation and 
I started making model aeroplanes when I was 11 or 12, though 
not with much luck as far as flying them was concerned. My first 
success was aged 13, when I built the John Barker   designed 
GIGI, which was a free plan in the Aeromodeller and part of the 
“Let’s Go Flying” series for beginners. My father took me to 
Chobham Common to fly it on a perfect, windless day and after 
a quick test glide, the Mills 75 started first flick and away it 
went; up and up OOS, never to be seen again ! 

 I flew control line a bit at school and I joined the Addlestone 
model club where I also flew control  line and had a dabble at 
single channel radio control, before girls began to get my 
attention and model aircraft were put to one side. Eventually 
marriage and work meant I didn’t seem to have the time or 
money for any hobbies! 

 I came back to modelling in my late thirties when I joined the 
Woking Model Club and flew radio control for many years, 
including several years competing at Sport 40 pylon racing, but 
then had another break from the hobby in 2000 when I took up 
full size gliding, which I still do. 

 In 2007, convalescing from a heart attack, I attended the 
Sam1066 August event at Middle Wallop and was absolutely 
stunned by the scale of the event and the variety of free flight 
models being flown, and I just knew I had to get back to building 
and flying models. 

 I still had all my old magazines and a few engines, and I 
remembered a Dave Hipperson designed 1/2A model: the 
Sloworm. I built one and took it to a competition on Salisbury 
Plain, where it went straight up and just as straight down – too 
little decalage! Not deterred and much helped and encouraged 
by John Thompson, I built  and flew a number of successful 
competition power models. 

Since then I have built and flown various classes of rubber 
models, dabbled a bit with gliders, and in recent years have 
flown all the electric classes. The common factor is that they are 
virtually all competition models, because it is the competition 
element of the hobby that I enjoy and which keeps my interest. 
Unfortunately, because I am constantly being tempted to try 
something new, rather than focusing on one class and becoming 

really good at it, I would say I am something of a jack of all 
trades and master of none. 

Tell us about your best coupe, flight pattern. construction etc 

My first experience of coupe was being asked to time for Jim 
Paton at a competition. Jim was flying a Bukin F1G model with 
no RDT or tracker and as soon as he launched it he set off 
running after it to keep it in sight. Apparently, that was his 
standard retrieval method! 

Soon after that I built a vintage coupe – a De Michel Etienvre, 
which flew very well but was soon lost at Middle Wallop when 
it landed on one of the hangers. The wing fluttered down about 
a year later and found its way back to me but the rest has never 
been recovered. 

With the success of that model, I built another two and have been 
flying them in coupe competitions, mainly Vintage, ever since, 
although they have been known to do well against proper F1G’s 
on occasion. 

I fly them with a right, left trim which seems to work well, 
originally using 10 strands of 1/8” but now 12 strands, which 
copes better in the windy and blustery conditions we typically 
get in this country. I haven’t entirely cured a tendency to “coupe 
swoop” at launch on occasion and they can annoyingly 
sometimes weathercock, but generally they are very consistent 
and reliable. 

I have, for some years been promising to build a systems F1G 
but so far this keeps being put on the back burner in favour of 
other projects. I am also put off by having to do five rounds 
because I like to try and fly two classes at a competition if I can, 
and eight flights would definitely be too much for me these days! 

How do you pick the air? 

Air picking and impatience is my biggest weakness. I generally 
try to feel the air and I have used simple thermistors with some 
success but in truth it is probably more luck than judgment when 
I get it right and I have a tendency to get fed up waiting for the 
air to improve and just chuck it. I try to learn from other flyers 
who are consistently good at finding lift but often think “why did 
they launch then?” and watch the model soar away to a great 
height. I am very jealous of those who have built their own 
digital thermal detecting systems with a constant readout of 
temperature and wind speed. Unfortunately I know nothing 
about electronics. 

What improvements would you consider? 

Buy, borrow or steal a better thermistor system. Build a pair of 
system F1G’s, spend hours trimming them, be more patient 
waiting for good air and prioritise coupe competitions 
(probably never going to happen, but you never know……….?). 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

Birmingham MAC events 2024 

1) The  Grande Coupe de Birmingham which I had to cancel 

for personal reasons will now take place on Saturday 24th OR 

Sunday 25th February. Confirmation of the chosen date will be 

sent out on the evening of Thursday 22nd February to those who 

have informed me that they may attend by email 

to gavin.manion84@gmail.com . All details are as previously 

advertised in the modelling press and elsewhere. If you 

previously registered your interest with me then you don't need 

to do it again. You are on "my list" if you received a personal 

email from me at the time the event was postponed. If you didn't 

get an email then you do need to register with me if you are 

considering attending. 

2) Le Petit Classique de Brum will take place on either 

Saturday 16th OR Sunday 17th March. If neither day is flyable 

(we are talking March after all) then we will postpone until the 

following weekend if we have to. The format will be generally 

as last year's event but a detailed notice will be issued in the 

usual places in the new year. 

mailto:gavin.manion84@gmail.com
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 26/3 

North American, Lost Hills, Feb 15 26/3 

R White Max Men,Lost Hills,Feb 18 27/3 

Grande Coupe de Birmingham, 

Luffenham, Feb 19 37/4 

BMFA 1st Area Meeting, Feb 26 29/3 

Eagle Cup, Gjøvik, Norway, Mar 6 35/4 

Danish Cup, Mjøsa, Norway, Mar 6 35/4 

Swedish Moose,Pori,Finland,Mar 10 35/4 

Bear Cup, Pori, Finland, Mar 11 35/4 

BMFA 2nd Area Meeting, Mar 12 38/4 

SPZG Cup, Kietrz, Poland, Mar 18 35/4 

Kartel-Cup, Kietrz, Poland, Mar 19 36/4 

F1E Rana, Czech Rep, Mar 25 36/4 

Herend Cup,Herend,Hungary,Mar 25 41/5 

BMFA 3rd Area Meeting, Mar 26 38/4 

Harghita Cup, Salonta, Apr 1-2 41/5 

A Ghiselli, Capannori, Italy, Apr 1 41/5 

BMFA Northern Gala,Barkston,Apr 7 42/5 

F1E Oberkotzau, Germany, Apr 15 40/5 

Classique De Brum, North Luffenham, 

April 16 47/5 

Widgiewa Cup, Australia, Apr 16 41/5 

AFFS Champs, Australia, Apr 17 41/5 

Southern Cross, Australia, Apr 19 42/5 

London  Gala, Salisbury, Apr 29 52/6 

Crookham Gala, Salisbury, May7 53/6 

Salonta Cup, Salonta, Romania, May 13 

 61/7 

Szabó Miklós Memorial, Salonta, 

Romania, May 14 61/7 

Jutland Heath, Denmark, May 27 64/7 

Guido Vettorazzo, Italy, May 27 63/7 

BMFA Nationals Part 1 and 2, Salisbury, 

May 27-28 50/6 

13ª Volare Lessini,  Italy, May 28 63/7 

Norwegian Cup,  Denmark, May 28 64/7 

Ismail Sarioglu Cup, Turkey, Jun 2 64/7 

BMFA Nationals Small Classes, North 

Luffenham, June 4 58/7 

Srem Cup, Zrenjanin, Serbia, Jun 10 68/8 

Morava Cup, Zrenjanin,Serbia,Jun 11 68/8 

BMFA 4th  Area Meeting, Jun 18 64/7 

Kibbie Dome,Moscow,USA,Jun 19 97/10 

BMFA Team Selection F1ABC Euro 

Champs, Salisbury Plain Jun 24-25 68/8 

Canada Cup, Ontario, Canada, Jul 1 69/8 

Huron Cup, Ontario, Canada, Jul 2 69/8 

Swedish Cup, Mysinge,Sweden,Jul 1 69/8 

Alvaret Cup, Mysinge,Sweden, Jul 2 70/8 

BMFA 5th  Area Meeting, July 9 71/8 

Kazakhstan Cup, Almaty, July 12 89/9 

Eurasia, Almaty, Kazakhstan,Jul 14 89/9 

CRO Cup, Krbava, Croatia, Jul 15 89/9 

Danko Sokolic, Croatia, Jul 16 94/10 

US Nationals, Muncie, USA,Jul 17 89/9 

Mongolia Cup,  Mongolia, Jul  21 89/9 

Asian Cup, Mongolia, Jul 22 89/9 

Tomorkhuu Cup, Mongolia, Jul 23 90/9 

Popa Crangu, Turda,Romania,Jul 31 88/9 

East Anglian Gala,Sculthorpe,Jul 29 90/9 

Turda Cup, Turda, Romania, Aug 5 89/9 

Hispano-France, St Jean de Sauves, 

France, Aug 5-6 94/10 

Trophée Belge,Noizé,France,Aug 7 94/10 

Poitou, Noizé, France, Aug 9-10 95/10 

Governor's Cup, Poland, Aug 18 96/10 

Toszek Cup, Poland, Aug 19 96/10 

Friendship Cup Ukraine, Poland, Aug 20 

 96/10 

Southern Gala, Salisbury, Aug 20 92/10 

Smeringai Cup, Slovakia, Aug 26 96/10 

Liptovský Mikuláš Cup, Slovakia, Aug 27

 96/10 

Izet Kurtalic, Mostar, Bosnia 

Herzegovina,  Sept 2 95/10 

Mostar Cup, Mostar, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Sept 3 95/10 

Stonehenge Cup, Salisbury, Sept 2 95/10 

Equinox Cup, Salisbury, Sept 3 95/10 

Stonehenge and Equinox Cups 107/11 

Coppa delle Rocche, Rocca di Mezzo, 

Italy Sep 9-10 96/10 

Nikolay Nikolov, Valchitran, Bulgaria, 

Sept 15-16 107/11 

Bulgaria Cup, Valchitran, Bulgaria,  Sept 

16-17 107/11 

CZE Cup, Czech Rep, Sept 16 107/11 

West Bohemian,Czech Rep,Sept 17 108/11 

F1E World cup in France, Sept 16 96/10 

BMFA 6th Area Meeting, Sept 17 93/10 

F1E Bulgaria, Alekovo,Sep 23-24 106/11 

Prilep Cup, N.Macedonia, Sept 30 108/11 

Hogo Cup, Slovakia, Sept 30 108/11 

Zabokreky Cup, Slovakia, Oct 1 108/11 

Macedonia Cup, North Macedonia, Oct 1

 109/11 

BMFA 7th Area Meeting, Oct 1 100/11 

Anatolian FF Cup, Turkey, Oct 6 109/11 

Coupe Europa, Salisbury, Oct 8 101/11 

Lost Hills October 109/11 

BMFA 8th Area Meeting, Oct 15 100/11 

Midland Gala, Barkston, Oct 28 122/12 
    


