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June 7-8 

Port Meadow, 

Oxford 

Oxford MFC Rally. See FFn 1312. June 7 

Champagne flyoffs: start 18.30. June 8 start 

10.00:  

June 7-8 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Trimming Weekend. See FFn 1401 

and 1406. Must have received confirmation 

of availability from Trevor Grey, 

trevorgrey@talktalk.net  

June 13-16 

Kharkov, 

Ukraine 

Free Flight Latvia Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. 

World Cup event. Contact: Sergey 

Molchanov - Nikolay Vasilkov, tel: +380 

50 68 21 806, fax: +380 57 717 40 21,  

sergey_f1b@mail.ru  web: www.f1u.org  

June 14-15 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See June 7-8.  

June 15  

Area Venues  

BMFA 4th Area event. Vint’ R/P (Plugge), 

P30 (Plugge), F1C (Halfax/Plugge), F1Q, 

F1H, Vint’G (Plugge), HLG-CLG.  

Contact: Area Comp Secs. 

June 16-19 

Uralsk, 

Kazakhstan 

Kazakhstan Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, 

F1G, F1H. World Cup event. Contact: 

Potichenko Vitaly, tel: +7 705 821 26 29, 

email: vpotichenko@mail.ru 

June 20-24 

Samara, Russia 

Mihail Knyazev & Almaty Cup. F1A, F1B, 

F1C, F1P, F1G, F1H. World Cup. Contact: 

Dzhamel Bekeyev, tel: +7 927 7022071,  

bekeeva54@mail.ru   www.aviasamara.ru/  

June 21-22 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Team Selection part 1. F1A, F1B, 

F1C. N.B Pre-entry only.  Plus on 22nd 

(Sun) SLOP, Mini Vintage, HLG-CLG. 

Contact: Phil Ball 01332 665361. e-mail: 

phil.ball@ntlworld.com 

June 21-22 

Monti Lessini, 

Italy 

2 F1E World Cup events. 21st: 9th Coppa 

Primavera, 22nd: 4th Volare Lessini. 

Contact: M. Tomazzoni, tel: +39 335 

5650970, email: mautom60@gmail.com  

web: www.asdvoli.it 

June 26 

Rinkaby, Sweden 

Swedish Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q. 

World Cup event. Contact: Per Findahl, tel: 

+46 223 22 957, email: 

per.findahl@gmail.com  web: 

http://norbergsfk.se/swedishcup  

June 27-30 

Rinkaby, Sweden 

Danish Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q. 

World Cup event. Contact: Steffen Hjorth 

Jensen, tel: +45 6035 3568 or +45 4635 

8531, em: steffen.hjorth.jensen@gmail.com  

web: www.norbergsfk.se/swedishcup  

June 28 

Rinkaby, Sweden 

Small Swedish Cup. F1G.. Contact: Per 

Findahl, tel: +46 223 22 957, email: 

per.findahl@gmail.com  web: 

http://norbergsfk.se/swedishcup  

June 28-29 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See June 7-8.  

June 29-30 

Rinkaby, Sweden 

Norwegian Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q. 

World Cup event. Contact: Atle 

Klungrehaug, tel: +47 22 68 02 05 / 906 73 

487, email: aklark@online.no 

June 28-29 

Sculthorpe  

BMFA East Anglian Gala. 28th: B/R, Vint’ 

R/P, Classic Glider, E36, Tailless, P30, 

HLG-CLG. 29th: B/G, B/P, B/E, Vint’G, 

Classic R/P, Mini Vintage, CO2, Bowden. 

Contact:  Michael Marshal: 01233 246142 

e-mail hiver666@aol.com  
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SOME COMMENTS ON BEACONS AND 
RETRIEVING 

By Paul Masterman 

Surely the most exasperating factor in flying free flight 
duration aircraft can be finding them after a flight!  Decades 
ago while competing at Chobham Common, I recall a 
conversation with one UK flyer, during one or other club 
contest, telling me that he’d lost (I think it was…) twenty-three 
– and I had the impression that these losses were over a season, 
not a total of lifetime flying…!  Much of this hassle is now 
history, given that we have a means of locating a wayward 
aircraft on the ground; we have radio location beacons readily 
available to discover the site of the ‘disappearing’ model.  As 
everyone will be aware, though, it’s not a panacea – there are 
times when you not only lose the model; it goes AWOL with 
the beacon too.  This outcome is usually a result of ‘finger 
trouble’ rather than a failure of the beacon system; like not 
checking for a reliable signal immediately after assembly (by 

switching on the receiver, less antenna) to make sure 
everything’s up and running before installing the beacon in the 
model.  At a recent US Nats, failure to do this resulted in about 
a day’s time - twenty-odd hours - (five people) searching a 
field before the aircraft was found in the low-growth crop.  In 
this case the solution was – “Put the batteries in the right way 
round and perform the check mentioned above, dummy”.  
Nevertheless, fly-aways do still occur and sometimes finding 
them is a lost cause – in more ways than one.  

Having recently ‘mislaid’ another Walston radio beacon (and 
the airframe, of course – yet another Marcus ‘Bazooka’ which I 
fly in the US Small Nostalgia Rubber class) while test flying at 
our very small Lakeville, CA flying site and having seen the 
comments on the British-designed and manufactured beacon 
mentioned in FFn from the Leo Bodnar Company (and noticing 
the price!) I decided that it would be worthwhile trying one as 
a comparison with my well-established units.  It was 
interesting to note that with the British units, you could specify 
the frequency.  In my case, this meant I could select the 
frequency of the unit I’d lost, to fill in the hole in my small 
stock of beacons.  There was another reason for buying the 
replacement unit; it would be a reasonable opportunity to 
compare the performance of the familiar units with the new.  
Shortly after I received the new beacon, I did precisely that.  
The first check was to see if the frequency I’d selected was 
anywhere near what I’d asked for.  A switch-on demonstrated 
that the new unit’s frequency was precisely in the centre of the 
range.  Spot on.  That was a good start…  

Before actually using the new beacon in the field, there were a 
few comparisons to be made.  The Walston units I use have 

three cells to power them and the Bodnar unit uses only one 
(larger) cell.  I therefore expected that with the lower voltage to 
power the beacon, the signal range would be reduced.  For the 
record, the nominal voltages are 3.6 vdc for the Walston (3 off 
1.2V Silver oxide) and 1.4 vdc (Zinc-air) for the Bodnar.  
Another constraint was the extra total all-up weight of the new 
beacon.  Although only one battery is required, the unit weight 
is 2.52 grams, with 0.66 grams for the single battery, making 
an all-up weight of 3.18 grams.  The weight of the small 
Walston is 1.90 grams plus three (type 317) batteries, 0.53 
grams.  So, ready to go, the Walston is 2.43 grams, a saving of 
three quarters of a gram - not much, but weight-saving is 
always a plus!  For the larger Walston, which I use on power 
ships, this obviously weighs more than the small unit used for 
Coupe or E-36.  Here, the unit weight is 2.48 grams and the 
three batteries (same size as the type used in the Bodnar) are 
1.98 grams, giving a total of 4.46 grams. 

And so to a range check.  Taking the two lighter units out to 
the field (small Walston, Bodnar), both were assembled and 
co-located about a couple of metres apart and about a metre 
above ground level.  The Bodnar unit has the benefit of a wire 

antenna, whereas the Walston uses a multi-strand and flexible 
cable.  An attempt was made to keep the Walston antenna 
straight – something which was unnecessary with the British 
unit – and then it was ‘Walk Away’, with the receiver. 

The results were much as expected in that the first signal to 
fade was the Bodnar, but given that there was ground 
vegetation between beacon and receiver and the ground to 
ground distance, albeit over a fairly level surface, was over 
eight hundred yards (~ 700 metres?) the outcome was regarded 
as entirely satisfactory.  After all, when retrieving, the seeker 
should be aware of the direction the model went.  It’s then 
simply a matter of traipsing off downwind and waiting for a 
signal to appear.  Homing-in on the model is normally 
straightforward and only a matter of perseverance. 

In regular use, both beacon types are proving a great asset.  
The only down-sides observed so far are two-fold.  The 
Walston units (since I have two different types) require two 
sizes of installation box on the aircraft and the Bodnar unit 

doesn’t fit either, so this means a third box is needed.  This is 
overcome by deciding which beacon will be used in an aircraft 
before it’s taken out for the first test.  The second problem is 
that I’ve found it a nightmare attempting to remove the battery 
from the Bodnar unit!  Since the Bodnar comes with a supply 
of Zinc-air batteries, the manufacturer suggests that you install 
a battery and then replace it when the power is spent.  With the 
Walston, I make it a habit to test each battery as it is removed 
from the unit after a day’s flying.  If the test shows the battery 
to be ‘good’, it is stored with the unit in its container bag; if 
marginal, all three batteries are discarded and replaced by new 
ones the next time the unit’s used.  With the Zinc-air batteries 
for the Bodnar, it’s ‘throw-away’ process anyway. 

The Bodnar unit 

Back to the nightmare; the circuit board of the Bodnar is 
designed to hold the battery in its location using two enclosing 

arms between the upper and lower - positive and earth - battery 
contacts.  Unfortunately, the metal contact which retains the 
battery between the circuit board and the positive pole is very 
stiff and does not easily allow the battery to be removed from 
its location.  On initial usage, this resulted in one of the two 
solder joints on the positive pole coming away from the circuit 
board.  I took a soldering iron to the board and re-soldered the 
contact, but, in attempting to remove the battery a further time, 
the joint failed again.  At present, the ‘work-around’ has been 
to leave the thing alone and install the battery with just the 
single contact joint in place.  Since I make a habit of wrapping 
the battery end with masking tape to ensure nothing comes 
apart, there have been no problems so far.  I have in mind that 
it would be acceptable to file back the two circuit board arms 
so that it is easier to insert and remove the battery without 
dislodging the upper and lower contact.  Since I’ll continue to 
use tape to hold the battery in place, this is perhaps a 
satisfactory answer to the potential problem. 

I’m unfamiliar with the several other beacon types which are 
available (especially in Europe) but given the old maxim that 



- 47- 

“if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”, the Walston and Bodnar beacons 
are sufficient and welcome additions to the retrieval armory so 
essential when flying competition free flight these days.  Just a 
note of caution: the price quoted in FFn for the Bodnar was 
GBP 45; in fact, it’s listed as GBP 50 when you buy; still value 
for money, though.  The Company website is easy to find and 
the ordering process entirely straightforward  
www.leobodnar.com/ 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

The FFTC met at the Leicester office on May 7th 

Barkston Heath 
The BMFA office has issued the following statement 
concerning  the situation: 

RAF BARKSTON HEATH 

After several decades of established use, we have received 
notification that all 'casual' licences for the use of Barkston 
Heath have been revoked with immediate effect.  This ruling 
affects all users of the airfield including the BMFA and the 
Grantham & District Model Aircraft Society (who have sadly 
lost the use of their primary club flying site as a consequence) 
and several motorsport clubs.  

The reasons given for the revocation of licences were as 
follows: 

1. The Flying Training School which operates at Barkston 
Heath are planning to fly more frequently at weekends. 

2. There are some resource issues with regard to 'out of hours 
security' provision required to facilitate access for casual users. 

3. The gliding club based at RAF Cranwell have re-located to 
Barkston Heath whilst their hangar is repaired. 

4. Concerns arising from the presence of FOD (foreign object 
damage) left behind by casual users. 

The Free Flight Nationals in May and the ‘Power’ Nationals in 
August will still take place at Barkston Heath as planned, but 
all other model flying contests and events scheduled to take 
place at Barkston Heath are cancelled with immediate effect 
pending any possible rearrangement at alternative venues. 

The BMFA is in on-going discussion with colleagues in the RAF 
to try and identify ways in which some additional access for 
model flyers can be restored in the future. 

FOD 
It transpires that among the factors leading to the loss of 
Barkston may have been FOD (Foreign Object Debris). 
Photographs of aeromodelling (not necessarily free flight) 
related items recovered from the airfield have been circulated. 

We therefore cannot emphasise highly enough the importance 
of removing every item, however small, from the flying site. 
This includes all debris from crashed models. If an item cannot 
be found, inform the CD, and count your tools like a surgeon 
when you pack up. One of the items in the photographs was a 
pair of pliers! Finally, any damage to airfield infrastructure 
such as landing lights, MUST be reported. To err is human, to 
lie about it will probably dash any hope of future negotiation. 

Stonehenge Cup 

The FFTC deeply regrets the last minute cancellation of the 
Stonehenge Cup FAI international, which was due to take 
place on Salisbury Plain on May 3-4. It appears that there was 
confusion over the planned areas and dates of the military 
exercise. In particular there was a failure in the chain of 
communication between the FFTC, other users of Training 
Area 8, and the Army Liaison.  This is now been rectified with 
the request for an FFTC presence at the planning meetings for 
casual users of the site. There will also be an effort to set up 
communication with adjoining farmers and other users. All 
other dates for FF on Salisbury will be double checked and 

subject to confirmation well in advance. Once again The FFTC 
extends sincere apologies to everyone who was affected by this 
mistake, particularly those who had already made travel and 
accommodation arrangements, some from overseas. 

Although measures are being put in place to prevent another 
such occurrence, the unexpected can always occur, and we 
reiterate the importance of always checking the BMFA website 
or contacting the designated contact for an event before setting 
out. 

Website 
Pertaining to the above, a reminder that the BMFA website 
now carries updated information about Free Flight contests. 
http://www.bmfa.org and click on ‘view the events page’ at the 
bottom of the ‘events’ box.  

Salisbury Plain 

Please note that the application / notification / contact details 

for Salisbury Plain use are now:  Trevor Grey, 21 Claremont 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1SY   e-mail: 
trevorgrey@talktalk.net 

BMFA FREE FLIGHT NATIONALS, 
BARKSTON HEATH, MAY 24-26 

Colin Foster came off his bike on the Monday evening of the 

Nationals and was taken to hospital in Lincoln.  He describes 

the damage as “broken collar bone, broken lower arm, 

dislocated/shattered elbow joint, severed tendons and loss of 

cartilage in the joint, in other words not great.”  Best wishes to 

him for a speedy recovery. 

Saturday 24
th

 

BMFA Glider 31 flew  BMFA Rubber 20 flew 

1 R A Jack 7.30 +5.32 1 P Ball 7.30 +5.46 

2 P A Ball 7.30 +4.12 2 C C Redrup 7.30 +5.31 

3 R J Heap 7.30 +3.44 3 A Beales 7.30 +4.49 

4 J H Cooper 7.30 +3.40 4 R A Jack 7.30 +4.17 

5 S H Heap 7.30 +2.51 5 A J Moorhouse 7.30 +3.42 

6 G Peck 7.30 +2.16 6 M Marshall 7.30 +2.50 

7 S P Brewer 7.30 +2.14 7 G M Stringer 7.09 

8 J E Gibbs 7.30 +1.43 8 J Arnott 6.41 

9 C Foster 7.30 +1.39 9 J E Wingate 5.54 

10 S Darmon 7.23   

11 J Williams 7.19  BMFA Electric 5 flew 

12 D A Brawn 7.05  1 T J Grey 7.30 +4.20 

13 M A Gibbs 6.59  2 C D Strachan 7.30 +4.05 

14 J E Carter 6.56  3 P D Seeley 5.31 

15 C F Parry 6.50 

16 R J Taylor 6.45 

BMFA Power 15 flew  E36 13 flew 

1 N A Allen 7.30 +5.33 1 C C Redrup 6.00 +1.49 

2 S J Barnes 7.30 +5.18 2 C D Strachan 6.00 +0.49 

3 A G Jack 7.30 +4.51 3 T J Grey 5.51 +1.33 

4 P Watson 7.30 +4.46 4 R C Marking 5.51 

5 D B Limbert 7.30 +3.05 5 D Chilton 5.29 

6 J R Cuthbert 7.30  6 D Davitt 5.23 

7 D M Cox 7.26  7 M J Cook 5.21 

Tailless 8 flew    Catapult Glider 7 flew 

1 C Foster 7.05  1 M A Benns 5.53 

2 S Willis 7.00  2 I J Clarke 4.56 

3 M Doyle 6.30  3 G J Percival 4.37 

4 M Marshall 6.24  4 K Taylor 2.53 

Frog Junior 6 flew   Womens Cup 3 flew  

1 J Gibbs 7.30  1 G Gibson 6.45 

2 J Mosley 4.59  2 M Dixon 4.29 

3 J Day 3.13  3 E Dixon 1.04 

http://www.leobodnar.com/
http://www.bmfa.org/
mailto:trevorgrey@talktalk.net
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Sunday May 25th 

F1A 18 flew    F1B 9 flew 

1 P A Ball 9.00 +4.46 1 B R Peers 9.00 +3.24 
2 J Williams 9.00 +3.24 2 J E Billam 9.00 +2.33 
3 S Darmon 9.00 +3.14 3 I Taylor 8.56 
4 D T Hambley 8.46  4 A Moorhouse 8.40 
5 M A Gibbs 8.37  5 P Brown 8.37 
6 C P Williams 8.35  F1C 5 flew 
7 R A Jack 8.14  1 J R Cuthbert 9.00 +6.25 
8 J Arnott 8.02  2 A G Jack 9.00 +4.41 
8 J E Carter 8.02  3 N A Allen 8.40  

P30 25 flew    F1Q 5 flew 

1 D Davitt 4.30 +3.22 1 A J Shepherd 9.00 +1.44 
2 P Woodhouse 4.30 +2.31 2 T J Grey 9.00 +1.25 
3 R C Marking 4.30 +2.23 3 C D Strachan 8.53 
4 D H Thomson 4.30 +1.28 SLOW OP 10 flew 
5 C C Redrup 4.30 +1.25 1 M Sibson 6.00 
6 E L Challis 4.30  2 M R Quinn 5.57 

7 S W Fielding 4.25  3 D M Cox 5.41 +0.54 
8 P Adams 4.22  4 D E Ginns 5.41 
9 D Bent 4.20  5 C Foster 5.34 
10 D S Taylor 4.18  Junior Rubber/Glider 3 fl 
11 C A Rushby 4.06  1 M Dixon 4.30  
12 J Paton 4.04  2 J Mosley 3.34  
13 M McHugh 3.52  3 J Gibbs 3.00  

Hand Launched Glider 11 flw Vintg Rubber/Power 9 fl 

1 S P Brewer 6.56  1 F A Rushby 6.00 +4.24 
2 M A Benns 6.50  2 A Beales 6.00 +3.54 
3 I J Clarke 6.06  3 C Foster 6.00 +3.08 
4 P J Cowley 6.02  4 G Ferer 6.00 +2.50 
5 M Page 5.47  5 S Willis 5.45 
6 P Seeley 5.28 

Monday May 26th 

F1G 15 flew    F1H 11 flew 

1 P Brown 10.00 +3.16 1 J H Cooper 10.00 
2 P Woodhouse 10.00 +2.00 2 R J Heap 9.27 
3 A Moorhouse 9.54  3 J E Gibbs 9.13 
4 D Davitt 9.50  4 S H Heap 9.11 
4 G A Manion 9.50  5 B W Lavis 9.08 
6 M A Evatt 9.36  6 M A Gibbs 9.03 
7 G Ferer 9.28 
8 M Marshall 9.24 

Mini Vintage 31 flew Classic Rubber/Power 

1 C D Strachan 6.00 +7.32 18 flew, 10 full scores 
2 D S Taylor 6.00 +6.52 1 M R Quinn 7.30 +6.09 
3 M Sanderson 6.00 +4.04 2 C Foster 7.30 +5.01 
4 F Rushby 6.00 +3.56 3 P Adams 7.30 +4.59 
5 N A Allen 6.00 +3.20 4 P A Ball 7.30 +4.27 

6 P A Ball 6.00 +3.15 5 F Rushby 7.30 +4.20 
7 A J Shepherd 6.00 +2.50 6 G Blair 7.30 +3.47 
8 S Willis 6.00 +2.46 7 R L Elliott * 7.30 +3.16 
9 W Dennis 6.00 +2.27 8 A Brown 7.30 +1.54 
10 C Foster 6.00 +2.15 9 S Barnes 7.30 
11 K Taylor 6.00 +1.54 9 P K Jackson 7.30 
12 S W Fielding 6.00  Vintage Glider 6 flew 
13 D Ginns 6.00  1 G Percival 7.30 
14 J E Wingate 5.52  2 P Seeley 7.04 
15 D H May 5.51  3 D Cox 6.54 

Classic Glider 16 flew  CO2 7 flew 

1 K Taylor 7.30 +3.38 1 P Seeley 6.00 

2 J H Cooper 7.30 +3.28 2 T Grey 5.12 

3 D M Cox 7.30 +2.28 3 A Ingham 5.08 

4 C Foster 7.19  4 S Philpot 4.58 

5 P A Ball 7.17 

6 C F Parry 7.06 

7 R J Heap 7.01 

8 T King 6.46 

E30 5 flew    BMFA 1/2A 8 flew 

1 A J Shepherd 6.00 +2.46 1 S J Barnes 6.00 +4.29 

2 P D Seeley 6.00 +1.56 2 F A Rushby 6.00 +2.46 

3 T J Grey 5.49 +4.06 3 P Watson 6.00 +2.11 

4 P Tolhurst 5.49  4 D E Ginns 5.43 

F1J 7 flew, 4 F/O    

1 P Watson 10.00 +5.06  

2 P R Chapman10.00 +4.50  

3 S J Dixon 10.00 +4.35  

4 M Lester 10.00 +3.19  

National Championships  

Glider   18 scored points 

   Sat Sun Mon Mon 

  BMFA F1A F1H CLG Total 

1 J H Cooper 3  9 6 18  

2 P A Ball 6 9  2 17  

3 R J Heap 4  6  10  

4 R A Jack 9    9  

4 K Taylor    9 9  

6 J Williams  6   6  

7 S H Heap 2  3  5  

8 D M Cox    4 4  

8 S Darmon  4   4  

8 J E Gibbs   4  4  

Rubber  18 scored points 

   Sat Sun Sun Mon 

  BMFA F1B P30 F1G Total 

1 P W Woodhouse  6 6 12  

2 D Davitt   9 2.5 11.5  

3 P Brown  2  9 11  

4 P A Ball 9    9  

4 B R Peers  9   9  

4 A J Moorhouse 2 3  4 9  

7 C C Redrup 6  2  8  

8 J E Billam  6   6  

9 A Beales 4    4  

9 R C Marking   4  4  

9 I Taylor  4   4  

Power   20 scored points 

   Sat Sun Sun Mon Mon 

  BMFA F1C SLOP F1J ½A Total 

1 S J Barnes 6   9  15 

2 N A Allen 9 3    12 

3 P Watson 3    9 12 

4 A G Jack 4 4  2  10 

5 M Sibson   9   9 

6 J R Cuthbert 1 6    7 

7 P R Chapman     6 6 

8 D E Ginns   3 3  6 

9 M R Quinn   6   6 

10 F A Rushby    6  6 

Electric   11 scored points 

   Sat Sat Sun Mon 

  BMFA E36 F1Q E30 Total 

1 A J Shepherd 2  6 6 14 2 wins 

2 T J Grey 6 4 4  14 1 win 

3 C D Strachan 4 6 3  13  

4 C C Redrup  9   9  

5 P D Seeley 3   4 7  

6 R C Marking  3 2  5  

* The Classic Rubber/Power results include Ray Elliott’s flyoff 

time which was not shown in the first issue of the official 

results. 
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NORTHERN GALA, NORTH LUFFENHAM, 
APRIL 18 

BMFA Glider (C.M.A)   13 flew 

1 G Peck Grantham 7.30 +3.37 

2 J Williams Birmingham 7.30 +2.38 

3 R Jack Grantham 7.25  

4 D Cox Crookham 7.01  

5 C Foster Morley 6.45  

6 J Hook Crookham 6.40  

BMFA Rubber (Caton)  12 flew 

1 I Taylor Birmingham 7.30 +13.59 

2 P Ball Grantham 7.20 +13.47 

3 J Leadbeater NWFFG 7.30 +7.14 

4 G Ferer Timperley 7.30 +3.30 

5 J Wingate Timperley 7.30 +2.50 

6 R Jack Grantham 7.30 +2.47 

7 J Cooper Biggles 7.30 - 

7 P Woodhouse Morley 7.30 - 

BMFA Power (Hamley)  7 flew 

1 A Jack Grantham 7.30 +6.41 

2 S Barnes Morley 7.30 +6.13 

3 M Lester Birmingham 7.30 +5.43 

4 P Watson Birmingham 7.30 +3.35 

BMFA Electric   5 flew 

1 T Grey Crookham 7.30 

2 C Strachan Biggles 7.24 

3 J Paton Crookham 6.56 

S.L.O.P – (Falcons) 7 flew 

1 P Watson Birmingham 7.30 +6.25 

2 A Brown Novocastrians 7.30 +4.44 

3 B Spooner Grantham 7.30 - 

4 P Woodhouse Morley 7.03  

F1H -7 flew  5x2.00 

1 G Madelin CM 9.38 

2 J Cooper Biggles 8.53 

3 B Lavis Biggles 8.35 

4 R Heap Biggles 8.00 

P30  7 flew 3x2.00 

1 D Davitt Morley 6.00 +4.06 

2 M Marshall IVCMAC 6.00 +1.27 

3 C Strachan Biggles 5.51  

4 S Willis Croydon 5.48  

E30  4 flew  3x2.00 

1 T Grey Crookham 6.00 

2 A Whitehead Grantham 5.26 

3 D Davitt Morley 4.51 

Mini Vintage 10 flew  3x2.00 

1 F Rushby Cleemac 6.00 +6.19 

2 C Foster Morley 6.00 +4.51 

3 S Willis Croydon 6.00 +2.36 

4 S Dixon Birmingham 6.00 +0.03 

5 C Redrup Crookham 5.58  

HLG/CLG  10 flew 7x1.00 

1 B Colledge Birmingham 6.58 

2 P Ball Grantham 6.17 

3 S Brewer Biggles 6.00 

4 M Page Peterborough 4.38 

5 P Cowley Grantham 4.35 

6 G Percival Grantham 4.19 

Club Championships 

1 Grantham 292 G Peck, P Ball, A Jack 

2 Birmingham 263 J Williams, I Taylor, M Lester 

3 Morley 197 C Foster, P Woodhouse, S Barnes 

FAI FREE FLIGHT RANKING 

These are the ranking lists for events up to May 1.The three 
columns on the right give the person’s current score, the 
number of places they have moved up since the March ranking 
(or moved down if negative) and the final column shows their 
results achieved during March and April. The main changes are  
people moving up with good new results and pushing down the 
people they have overtaken. Some other changes are from 
competitors’ scores reducing if they had good results in old 
competitions that count for less in this period. 

The detailed results are at 

 www.freeflightnews.org.uk/ranking/latest.htm 

F1A 

1 M Kosonozhkin RUS 300 0  

2 R Lesko CRO 252 0  

3 J Danier CAN 250 3 SC14=51  KU14=50  AC14=40   

4 A Gorsky RUS 243 -1  

5 R Koglot SLO 230 -1  

6 S Makarov RUS 219 -1 NL14=36   

7 M Grozdan CRO 185 3  

8 B Bardarov BUL 182 7  

9 P Findahl SWE 181 0  

10 V Papez CZE 180 -4  

11 A Balassiano ISR 177 0 PI14=28-1   

12 Y Titov RUS 175 -4  

F1B 

1 A Bulatov RUS 271 1  

2 A Andriukov USA 269 -1  

3 S Gostojic SRB 246 0  

4 S Stefanchuk UKR 236 2 LJ14=51   

5 S Sabo BIH 229 -1  

6 A Stefanchuk UKR 224 -1  

7 T Useynov RUS 213 5 EA14=35  NL14=23   

8 A Ribchenkov RUS 206 2 NL14=34  EA14=24   

9 S Skibicki POL 199 -2  

10 M Kusterle ITA 198 -1  

11 V Morgan AUS 196 70 SC14=51  AC14=51  KU14=30   

12 A Burdov RUS 190 -4 EA14=0-9   

F1C 

1 R Summersby AUS 266 5 KU14=50  SC14=50   

2 A Jack GBR 257 0  

3 A Babenko UKR 250 -2 NL14=0-7   

4 Y Perchuk RUS 245 -1 EA14=35   

5 N Rekhin RUS 236 8 NL14=55+1  EA14=45   

6 S Savukhin RUS 227 6 NL14=35  EA14=22-1   

7 V Aleksandrov UKR 226 -3  

8 J Wlodarczyk POL 222 2 LJ14=50   

9 R Truppe AUT 214 -2  

10 D Jermol CRO 212 -2  

11 Z Grepl CRO 206 -6  

12 A Talanov RUS 195 23 EA14=55+1  NL14=45+1   

F1E 

1 F Kanczok POL 247 3 HB14=51   

2 M Popescu ROU 238 -1  

3 P Brocks USA 218 -1  

4 C Winker GER 201 -1  

5 S Kubit POL 165 0 HB14=0-5   

6 T Ioerger USA 161 0  

7 F Winker GER 154 1  

8 D Andrist SUI 143 -1  

9 V Zima CZE 142 8 HB14=18   

10 M Tomazzoni ITA 138 0 HB14=0-3   

11 M Vysoka CZE 128 -2 HB14=19-1   

12 J Orel CZE 123 13 HB14=26+1   

12 E Slomka POL 123 1 HB14=17-1   

http://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/ranking/latest.htm
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EURO & ASIA CUP, NALCHIK, RUSSIA, 
APRIL 11-15 

F1A   67 flew  20 full scores 

1 M Lomov (J) RUS 1290 +420 +420 +600 
2 O Marzoev (J) RUS 1290 +420 +420 +362 
3 Y Evdokimov RUS 1290 +420 +394 
4 S Ulyanichev RUS 1290 +420 +380 
5 J Butsnevich (J) RUS 1290 +420 +289 

F1A-Junior   20 flew  4 full scores 

1 M Lomov RUS 1290 +420 +420 +600 
2 O Marzoev RUS 1290 +420 +420 +362 
3 J Butsnevich RUS 1290 +420 +289 

F1B   53 flew  15 full scores 

1 A Milutkin RUS 1320 +420 +315 
2 A Vereskov RUS 1320 +420 +143 
3 T Useynov RUS 1320 +394 
4 R Khuziev RUS 1320 +389 

5 A Rybchenkov RUS 1320 +291 

F1B-Junior   13 flew 

1 S Kustarnikov RUS 1320 +258 
2 A Egorov RUS 1320 +201 
3 P Lomov RUS 1314 

F1C   28 flew   10 full scores 

1 A Talanov RUS 1320 +420 +600 +607 
2 N Rekhin RUS 1320 +420 +600 +407 
3 Y Perchuk RUS 1320 +420 +600 +326 
4 A Babenko UKR 1320 +420 +600 +303 
5 L Yakovenko RUS 1320 +420 +411 

F1P-Junior   11 flew 

1 S Mamitov RUS 1228 
2 A Kuznecov RUS 1224 
3 D Safronov RUS 1206 

NALOEV CUP, NALCHIK, RUSSIA, APRIL 
15-19 

F1A   68 flew  13 full scores 

1 A Ryazantsev RUS 1290 +420 +187 

2 S Skorikov RUS 1290 +420 +179 

3 S Makarov RUS 1290 +395 

4 A Scherbakov RUS 1290 +355 

5 S Gromov RUS 1290 +326 

F1A-Junior   17 flew 

1 M Lomov RUS 1290 +253 

2 J Butsnevich RUS 1271 

3 N Tsikolenko RUS 1255 

F1B   50 flew   8 full scores 

1 A Burdov RUS 1320 +300 +298 

2 A Egorov (J) RUS 1320 +300 +296 

3 A Rybchenkov RUS 1320 +300 +295 

4 A Khrebtov RUS 1320 +300 +273 

5 A Muravtsev RUS 1320 +300 +234 

F1B-Junior   10 flew 

1 A Egorov RUS 1320 +300 +296 

2 S Kustarnikov RUS 1255 

3 P Lomov RUS 1224 

F1C   28 flew  10 full scores 

1 N Rekhin RUS 1320 +420 

2 A Talanov RUS 1320 +402 

3 S Savukhin RUS 1320 +400 

4 A Kaitchuk RUS 1320 +373 

5 D Siromiatnikov RUS 1320 +338 

F1P-Junior   9 flew 

1 A Kuznecov RUS 1260 +209 

2 D Safronov RUS 1260 +160 

3 M Poliakov RUS 1225 

KOTUKU CUP, NARRANDERA NSW, 
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 23-24 

F1A   10 flew 

1 J Danier CAN 1290 
2 V Morgan AUS 1246 
3 P Mitchell AUS 1228 
4 T Stowe AUS 1205 
5 R Wallace NZL 1183 

F1B   12 flew 

1 R Blackam AUS 1290 
2 T Burfein AUS 1288 
3 V Morgan AUS 1286 
4 C Hemsworth AUS 1275 
5 P Rossiter AUS 1215 
6 D Gray AUS 1209 

F1C   3 flew 

1 R Summersby AUS 750 
2 T Bond AUS 725 

SOUTHERN CROSS CUP, NARRANDERA, 
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 25-27 

F1A   11 flew 
1 J Danier CAN 1260 +425 
2 P Mitchell AUS 1260 +421 
3 R Wallace NZL 1258 
4 A Fathers AUS 1177 
5 B Van Nest USA 1167 
6 A Koerbin NZL 1142 

F1B   13 flew 
1 V Morgan AUS 1260 +255 
2 C Hemsworth AUS 1260 +241 
3 M Hannaford AUS 1260 +231 
4 R Blackam AUS 1260 +224 
5 R Morrell NZL 1221 
6 T Burfein AUS 1218 
7 P Lagan NZL 1211 

F1C   4 flew 
1 R Summersby AUS 1254 
2 N Pollock AUS 1078 

AUSTRALIAN FF CHAMPS, NARRANDERA, 
AUSTRALIA,APR 27-MAY 1 

F1A   9 flew 
1 B Van Nest USA 1260 
2 J Danier CAN 1225 
3 C King NZL 1184 
4 T Stowe AUS 1142 
5 P Mitchell AUS 1139 

F1B   13 flew 
1 V Morgan AUS 1260 +245 
2 R Blackam AUS 1260 +213 
3 C Hemsworth AUS 1260 +210 
4 T Bond AUS 1260 +203 
5 R Morrell NZL 1207 
6 D Gray AUS 1206 
7 P Rossiter AUS 1199 

F1C   3 flew 
1 T Bond AUS 1242 
2 N Pollock AUS 1177 

L.JANACIK MEMORIAL, LUCENEC-
BOLKOVICE, SLOVAKIA, APR 26 

F1A   46 flew   9 full scores 
1 I Bezak SVK 900 +300 +315 
2 D Krasznai HUN 900 +300 +314 
3 D Andrist SUI 900 +228 
4 R Holzleitner AUT 900 +225 
5 K Huber SWE 900 +212 
6 M Minarik SVK 900 +147 
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F1A-Junior   12 flew 
1 S Slavka SVK 900 +126 
2 M Jezik SVK 885 
3 Z Szanto HUN 858 

F1B   18 flew  7 full scores 
1 S Stefanchuk UKR 900 +300 
2 P Moenninghoff GER 900 +295 
3 T Lipski POL 900 +255 
4 L Hribar SLO 900 +240 
4 B Silz GER 900 +240 
6 T Hribar SLO 900 +210 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 A Litwinczuk POL 900 +137 

F1C   3 flew  3 full scores 
1 J Wlodyrczyk POL 900 +300 +420 
2 E Burek POL 900 +300 +343 

SOUTH BOHEMIAN CUP, VSECHOV, 
CZECH REPUBLIC, MAY 2-4 

F1A   64 flew 
1 P Khoroshev RUS 1260 +300 +155 
2 R Koglot SLO 1260 +300 +146 
3 G Aringer AUT 1260 +190 
4 V Jirinec CZE 1260 +87 
5 N Lomov RUS 1260 +45 
6 J Pokorny CZE 1244 

F1A-Junior   12 flew 
1 O Sejk CZE 1135 
2 S Zachara SVK 1123 

F1B   32 flew  6 full scores 
1 H Pietzko GER 1260 +300 
2 B Silz GER 1260 +248 
3 T Lipski POL 1260 +202 
4 M Rigault FRA 1260 +191 
5 S Stefanchuk UKR 1260 +146 
6 P Lomov (J) RUS 1260 +128 

F1B-Junior   4 flew 
1 P Lomov RUS 1260 +128 
2 D Lipski POL 916 

F1C   11 flew 
1 D Stakhanov UKR 1260 
2 J Wlodarczyk POL 1250 
3 M Sondhauss GER 1230 
4 M Gasiorowski POL 1217 

SOFIA CUP, Pazardzik, Bulgaria, May 2-4 

F1A   24 flew 
1 B Bardarov BUL 1200 
2 K Kulmakko FIN 1177 
3 T Bonchev BUL 1173 
4 N Bardarov (J) BUL 1170 
5 M Yordanov BUL 1143 
6 M Mandichev BUL 1140 

F1A-Junior   8 flew 
1 N Bardarov BUL 1170 
2 K Arnaudov BUL 907 
3 M Gavrilivich SRB 882 

F1B   11 flew 
1 Y Waltonen FIN 1320 
2 I Yurtseven TUR 1317 
3 A Savov BUL 1273 
4 R Blagojevic SRB 1224 
5 I Sarioglu TUR 1109 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 K Arnaudov BUL 822 
2 I Rashkov BUL 468 

F1C   3 flew 
1 E Atanasov BUL 1182 
2 O Grishkov UKR 1143 

SZABO MIKLOS MEMORIAL, SALONTA, 
ROMANIA, MAY 10 

F1A   58 flew  10 full scores 

1 L Biteznik (J) SLO 720 +300 +425 

2 M Kosonozhkin RUS 720 +300 +332 

3 S Szijjarto ROU 720 +300 +328 

4 J Sion ROU 720 +300 +277 

5 J Nyhegn DEN 720 +300 +26 

6 E Ragot FRA 720 +253 

F1A-Junior   15 flew 

1 L Biteznik SLO 720 +300 +425 

2 D Rossler CZE 715 

3 V Rossler CZE 679 

F1B   49 flew  24 full scores 

1 O Kulakovsky UKR 720 +300 +403 

2 A Kulakovsky UKR 720 +300 +352 

3 I Yurtseven TUR 720 +300 +350 

4 C Jean FRA 720 +300 +339 

5 B Silz GER 720 +300 +336 

6 L Jean FRA 720 +300 +310 

F1B-Junior   5 flew 

1 B Bilewicz POL 720 

2 B Gostojic SRB 673 

F1C   14 flew  5 full scores 

1 A Drozdov RUS 720 +300 +214 

2 A Banci ITA 720 +300 +142 

3 M Gasiorowski POL 720 +247 

4 V Sychov SLO 720 +243 

5 J Wlodarczyk POL 720 +240 

F1Q   4 flew  2 full scores 

1 R Assmuss GER 720 +202 

2 G Milak HUN 720 +162 

4TH BUDAPEST CUP, SALONTA, 
ROMANIA, MAY 11 

F1A   60 flew  16 full scores 

1 P Findahl SWE 840 +420 

1 N Lomov RUS 840 +420 

1 S Szijjarto ROU 840 +420 

4 M Moskovich ISR 840 +415 

5 L Vernyik HUN 840 +367 

6 M Kosonozhkin RUS 840 +366 

F1A-Junior   17 flew 

1 A Aprodu ROU 840 +53 

2 N Onea ROU 840 +13 

3 V Rossler CZE 785 

F1B   32 flew  17 full scores 

1 G Hagay ISR 840 +420 

1 A Krawiec POL 840 +420 

1 S Stefanchuk UKR 840 +420 

4 R Kolar CZE 840 +366 

5 O Shabath ISR 840 +341 

6 T Useynov RUS 840 +318 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 

1 B Gostojic SRB 840 +286 

2 A Litwinczuk POL 840 +207 

F1C   10 flew  4 full scores 

1 V Sychov SLO 840 +420 

2 M Roman POL 840 +402 

3 F Gradi ITA 840 +361 

4 J Wlodarczyk POL 840 +301 

F1Q   3 flew 

1 A Jancso HUN 729 

2 R Assmuss GER 725 
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F1E TURDA, ROMANIA, MAY 24-25 

Report by Ian Kaynes 

This year’s flying site problems continued into the F1E event 
in Romania, The event was preceded by two days of flying the 
Romanian Junior and then Senior Nationals for F1E. These 
were having to be flown on a new site because the usual 
multiple choice of good hills n the Bogota Hill area was not 
available. There has always been an aircraft gunnery and 
bombing range on part of the hills but very rarely used in 
recent years. However, now there were some Canadian CF-18 
based at the local airbase and they were using the range, along 
with it being over-flown by USAF C-130s. A new site had 
been found only a mile on the other side of the main road 
which bounds the usual hills. At first glance it looked very 
similar to the other hills but when retrieving on it you quickly 
found the key difference – there were no sheep on the hills and 
so, instead of being nibbled to short smooth grass, this site had 
long thick grass and weeds. This made it much heavier work 
retrieving. There was also a large area of thorn bushes on one 
hill to add to the challenges. 

The Turda Cup was flown on this new site and had light winds, 
but quite deceptive in places with the wind lower down the 
valley blowing in a distinctly different direction compared to 
the top of the valley. Having started off with 240 sec maxes 
these were increased to 300 and five people maxed out, with 
Reinhard Wolf winning the flyoff with a max. 

The next day there was a pleasant surprise that the regular sites 
were available because there was no military flying on the 
Sunday. Even talking to the Canadians at the hotel it was not 
entirely clear whether there was no flying because they do not 
fly on Sundays or because they were keeping a low profile on 
European election day.  

The familiar Tankodrome site was selected and we started 
flying on the north slope facing towards Turda (and now the 
motorway, which at 2km distance is just out of range of an F1E 
on the 300 sec max). At first there was a gentle breeze on to the 
slope and there was easy soaring for two rounds. Then the 
wind dropped and even turned to blow down the slope for a 
while. The next round was held up for 15 minutes and then the 
wind appeared to revert to the earlier direction and so the 
contest continued on the same slope. However, it was often 
now either flat calm or blowing down the slope, particularly for 
the last two rounds. The number of full scores dropped rapidly 
to leave just four clean scores. 

The flyoff was held near the bottom of the east-facing valley. 
After a long wait to nearly the end of the round, Pierre 
Chaussebourg flew first. Despite having no height advantage 
from a bunt his model glided well and was set close in ideal 
direction to make almost a minute. The other three all used 
bunt to try to gain an advantage but Florian Draghici was the 
only one to make an impressive launch and use the height 
gained. All day he had been bunting his large and well-worn 
model to a good height with a very precise pitch-over into the 
glide. For the flyoff it was well placed on the side of the slope 
to gain any slight lift and to continue to the lowest part of the 
distant valley. Alain Roux remarked that it was similar to his 
flight when he had won the champs flyoff at the same place. 

Turda Cup, F1E   53 flew 

1 R Wolf AUT 500.00 +420 
2 F Kanczok POL 500.00 +377 
3 J Orel CZE 500.00 +109 
4 M Vysoka CZE 500.00 +87 
5 V Zima CZE 500.00 +54 
6 C Faur ROU 496.66 
7 A Roux FRA 493.75 
8 N Heiss AUT 487.50 
9 G Arghir ROU 482.49 

F1E-Junior   8 flew 
1 A Ghita ROU 378.41 
2 V Hirit ROU 311.56 

Memorial Popa Cringu, May 25 

F1E   50 flew 

1 F Draghici ROU 500.00 +152 

2 P Chaussebourg FRA 500.00 +59 

3 W Dziuba POL 500.00 +49 

4 S Vintileanu ROU 500.00 +43 

5 J Chabot FRA 494.00 

6 I Sava ROU 488.00 

7 Z Valeanu ROU 484.66 

8 F Kanczok POL 476.00 

9 I Kaynes GBR 474.33 

10 V Milan SVK 472.00 

F1E-Junior   8 flew 

1 L Anca ROU 396.99 

2 M Niculescu ROU 394.99 

BMFA F1E, JUNE 1 
Flown at Burrough Hill since one Sheffield site is currently 
unavailable and the very light wind was the wrong direction for 
the other one. 5 rounds to 120 max.  6 flew   

1 D Bartle 416.51% 
2 I Kaynes 356.06% 
3 J Boon 332.28% 

RON POLLARD 

Ron Pollard died suddenly on Saturday May 10 with heart 
trouble, having first felt unwell the night before.   

Ron flew in the British F1B team at 10 Championships, and I 
have good memories of our time together on the 1973 team, 
which was Ron’s first team position. He went on to gain a third 
in the 1986 Euro Champs, fourth in the 1984 Euro Champs and 
fifth in the 1979 World Champs.  

As Brian Martin says, Ron was a first class builder of open 
rubber models and had many successes. When he took up 
flying Wakefields they were beautifully built and flown, and he  
became the man to beat at the Trials to get a team place. In 
recent years he flew Mini Vintage models to his usual high 
standard.     Ron was 78. Our sympathies go to his wife Joyce. 

BIGGLES LEAGUE 

In F1H, juniors, Joseph Gibbs & Sam Heap, were only a 

second apart, battling over third place. And Gary Madelin 

might have done better if he had not tripped over a runway 

light!     http://www.bigglesleague.highsociety.org/results.html 

F1J EURO CHALLENGE  

Just to let you know I have added some pics and the first set of 

results to this year’s F1J Euro challenge. Can be found at 

http://f1jeurochallenge.jimdo.com/  

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

OXFORD RALLY will be held this weekend. Andrew sends 
his thanks for all the people who signed a card to him at the 
Nationals. Which is better? Standing in the rain and wind at 
Barkson of being under the surgeon’s knife in Oxford! 

DIXIELANDER COMPETITION for the George Fuller 
Memorial trophy will be held at Southern Gala on August 30. 
Contact Andrew Chilton 07765655648 or  01788 890136 

NOTICEBOARD 

WANTED Verbitski geared F1C engine preferably with 3 or 4 

bladed hub. Please contact John Cuthbert at 

johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com or telephone + 01724 

720911 or +07871743467. 

http://www.bigglesleague.highsociety.org/results.html
http://f1jeurochallenge.jimdo.com/
mailto:johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com

