


- 48 - 

MATFORS VT,  Osterlo, Sweden, March 23        

F1A        20 flew 
1 S Wivardsson SWE 690 +294 
2 A Persson SWE 690 +265 
3 M Cuthbert (J) GBR 690 +237 
4 S Makarov RUS 690 +218 
5 D Findahl (J) SWE 690 +202 
6 U Edlund SWE 690 +175 
7 J Valo FIN 690 +147 
8 L Hafner SWE 690 +138 
9 P Findahl SWE 690 +89 
10 L Leino FIN 684 

F1B      17 flew 
1 H Broberg SWE 690 +300 +556 
2 V Rosonoks LAT 690 +300 +478 
3 R Khouziev RUS 690 +299 
4 J Forsman SWE 690 +295 
5 L Gircys (J) LTU 690 +261 
6 V Mironenko RUS 690 +256 
7 N Hollander SWE 690 +233 
8 A Broberg SWE 690 +218 
9 B Eimar SWE 690 +190 

F1C       3 flew 
1 J Cuthbert GBR 690 
2 J Roots EST 669 

KOTUKU CUP, OMARAMA, NZ, March 18-20     

F1A        13 flew 

1 B van Nest USA 1260 +300 +420 +251 
2 B Mcgarvey NZL 1260 +300 +420 +210 
3 P Mitchell AUS 1260 +300 +396 
4 V Morgan AUS 1260 +300 +350 
5 R Wallace NZL 1226 
6 V Stamov UKR 1192 
7 A Koerbin NZL 1172 

F1B      13 flew 
1 A Khrebtov RUS 1260 +120e 
2 B van Nest USA 1260 +13e 
3 J Malkin NZL 1259 
4 A Shelepov RUS 1250 
5 I Vivchar UKR 1197 
6 L Morgan AUS 1159 

OMARAMA CUP, OMARAMA, NZ, Mar 22-24 

F1A        13 flew 
1 P Mitchell AUS 894 
2 R Wallace NZL 876 
3 Johnharte NZL 806 
4 V Morgan AUS 783 
5 B Mcgarvey NZL 780 
6 S Cox NZL 778 
7 A Koerbin NZL 773 

F1B      14 flew 
1 A Khrebtov RUS 1260 +120e +403 
2 I Vivchar UKR 1260 +120e +316 
3 J Malkin NZL 1260 +59e 
4 B van Nest USA 1238 
5 L Morgan AUS 1180 
6 A Koerbi NZL 1165 
7 A Shelepov RUS 1157 

F1C       3 flew 
1 J Boyd NZL 1260 
2 P Smith NZL 1045 

SOUTHERN CROSS CUP,  NARRANDERRA, 
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 2-4       

The site was in the same area as last years event, at 
Widgiewa a grazing property off the Urana road approx 
50 km south east of Narrandera. The weather conditions 
were reasonably good with temperatures ranging 
between 16-30 degrees C , and wind  velocities ranging  
from 2 to 7 m/sec.  

F1A         8 flew 

1 P Mitchell AUS 1260 
2 V Morgan AUS 1168 
3 J Thomas AUS 1121 
4 B van Nest USA 1098 

F1B      12 flew 

1 I Vivchar UKR 1260 +120e 
2 A Khrebtov RUS 1260 +117e 
3 A Shelepov RUS 1242 +92e 
4 B Oliver AUS 1242 
5 R Blackham AUS 1232 +120e 
6 D Blackham AUS 1232 +72e 

F1C       3 flew 

1 R Summersby AUS 476 
2 D Thomas AUS 295 

AFFS CHAMPS, NARRANDERRA,  
MARCH 29 - APRIL 1    

F1A         9 flew 

1 M Thomas AUS 1249 
2 P Mitchell AUS 1227 
3 B van Nest USA 1223 
4 D Lacey AUS 1168 
5 V Stamov UKR 1069 

F1B      14 flew 

1 I Vivchar UKR 1260 +120e +300 +261 
2 R Blackam AUS 1260 +120e +300 +249 
3 A Khrebtov RUS 1260 +120e +300 +220 
4 D Blackam AUS 1260 +120e +300 +214 
5 B Gordon AUS 1260 +120e +109 
6 A Shelepov RUS 1260 +120e 
7 B van Nest USA 1260 +103e 

F1C       4 flew 

1 R Summersby AUS 1260 +120e 
2 D Thomas AUS 1260 +101e 

NORTHERN GALA, Church Fenton, Mar 24 

Report by Dave Hipperson for FFn. 

Despite the large attendance there were still far too many 
classes to go around resulting in the fringe events, ½A 
power, Open Power, E30, C02 and no less than two of 
the HLG style, attracting insufficient interest to really 
call them contests bearing in mind this was a premier 
BMFA centralised event. The rest, were another matter, 
apart from both glider events which are suffering in 
interest too thanks to the fashionable presumption that to 
stand a chance one has to be super fit. 

Conditions were not easy. The cool firm southerly was 
turbulating locally at the launch point to such a degree 
that a number of CDH and smaller models were seen to 
come to grief early on and even some power flyers were 
caught out with shifts resulting in cross wind launches. 
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Under the overcast the air was generally forgiving and if 
one avoided mistakes and the occasional turbulence 
maxes were possibly a little too easy unless you mis-set 
the Tomy timer like JOD and DT’d on the climb! Most 
2.30s were just off the drome but the mini’s stayed on. 

The flyoffs were held in rapidly increasing gloom and 
rather patchy conditions. Anthony Ball produced a very 
positive climbing final flight to win CDH in neutral air 
and it was great to see Trevor Payne’s monster Nelson 
40 Open model finally dominate where it was designed 
too. He still appeared to be trimming on the comp flights 
but the flyoff was very straight up and high despite what 
looked to be a no-bunt transition. It comfortably cleared 
the distant river Ouse on the glide! If this Open event 
lacked entries then ‘Slow’ made up for it. This flyoff 
was even greater than at the Winter Open. It distilled 
nine from the entry of twelve and there was a time when 
it looked like no one was going to drop a flight. The 
incredible standard was news enough but for the same 
man that had won the last three to win again despite 
loosing his model at the last contest was astonishing. 
Good air there certainly was. Early releases found it but 
Shacklock’s and Jones’s both over-ran. Jones re-flight, 
although good, was nothing compared with his first and 
Shacklock had no reserve ready. Steve Barnes climb and 
trim would best be described as perfection - his glow 
model was tremendously high at the end of the 10 sec 
run. Those that flew after this first good patch did less 
well and it was left to the eventual winner to knock off a 
sensational flight right at the end. Clarkson is the real 
star of Slow Open at the moment and there are an 
increasing number that are doing it well but possibly 
more important they are all really trying. 

In rubber Peter Gaunt launched first but Ball who waited 
found a warmer if more breezy patch whilst the rest of 
the field stood by and watched his model go away. The 
air that followed was quite dire and they all launched 
into it to be down in no time. 

Lucky stories included Pete Watson who had a flyaway 
and found the model miles out thanks to tracker bug and 
proper aerials and of course the incredible Ewan Jones 
coincidence. After loosing a model to a passing white 
van at a contest here a few months before it was just too 
much to believe that the same thing could happen again 
and on the very same road! This time Ewan was slightly 
nearer and able to stop the ‘guilty’ vehicle before it 
escaped and the model was saved. It should be 
understood that when Ewan flies he does not dress at the 
height of sartorial elegance. He usually wears a sweat 
shirt that has a huge hole in the front worn through by 
stopping this motors with his chest when they start 
backwards! Picture then the scene. Possibly an innocent 
passer by in the white van genuinely rescues Ewan’s 
model to be confronted a few seconds later by someone 
that looks like an escapee from the Texas Chain Saw 
Massacre running down the road towards their vehicle 
and threatening to throw himself under it’s wheels! 
Anyone would have given it back! 

Altogether a rather exciting day and a good contest for 
the most part. Slightly strange then that the CD in charge 
seemed to think it was so amusing to be mildly rude and 
obstructive to virtually every contestant all day 

particularly those that wanted to know the scores. 
Possibly a joke but it wore bit thin by the end. 

Main Classes 2.30 max - Mini Classes  2.00 max 

Open Glider   7 flew 

1 A Jack Tynemouth 7.30 
2 A Ball Grantham 7.16 
3 J Carter Falcons 7.12 
4 J Bailey Biggles 7.09 
5 B Lavis Biggles 6.52 
6 G Peck Cleemac 5.58 

Open Rubber   14 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 7.30+11.33 
2 P Gaunt Grantham 7.30+6.29 
3 D Hipperson C/M 7.30+6.17 
4 G Ferer Timperley 7.30+6.13 
5 C Foster Morley  7.30+6.08 
6 G Sharp C/M  7.30+5.25 
7 M Marshall Impington 7.30+3.35 

Open Power   5 flew 

1 T Payne Biggles 7.30+6.42 
2 P Watson  Birmingham 7.30+6.01 
3 S Screen Birmingham 7.30 
4 D Clarkson Timperley 7.14 
4 F Rushby Cleemac 7.14 

SLOP  12 flew 

1 D Clarkson Timperley 7.30+7.23 
2 S Barnes Morley 7.30+6.52 
3 D Limbert Morley 7.30+5.54 
4 E B. Jones Morley 7.30+4.59 
5 D Hipperson C/M 7.30+4.46 
6 P Ball Grantham 7.30+4.44 

A1 Glider  4 flew 

1 P Robinson Cleemac 9.13 
2 B Lavis Biggles 8.46 
3 J Bailey Biggles 5.02 
4 J Carter Falcons 2.03 

F1J: ½A  4 flew 

1 R Baggott  Birmingham 10.00 
2 P Woodhouse Morley 9.04 
3 D Hipperson C/M  4.24 
4 P Harris  Maidstone  0.39 

Coupe D’Hiver  11 flew 

1 A Ball Grantham 10.00+2.57 
2 J O’Donnell Timperley 10.00+2.41 
3 R Sparrow Timperley 10.00+2.15 
4 D Davitt Morley 9.47 
5 G Sharp C/M  9.25 
6 N Rogerson NWFFG 8.28 

HLG  2 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 4.32 
2 K Moseley Morley 3.14 

Mini Vintage  14 flew 

1 G Beal Morley 10.00+3.59 
2 C Strachan Biggles 10.00+3.58 
3 S Fielding Morley 10.00+3.00 
4 E Taylor C/M 10.00+2.35 
5 C Foster Morley  10.00+2.33 
6 T Rushby Cleemac 10.00+2.23 
7 K Bates Cleemac 10.00+2.00 
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The flyoffs went on a bit but there seemed no rush on the 

part of the organisation to depart the field so most 

participants were back in time for the prize giving 

including the athletic Colin Foster who had cycled out of 

the main gate around the outside of the drome picked up 

his long rubber flyoff flight and returned. Interesting 

moment here came when a show of hands was asked to 

support or otherwise the new ‘certificates’ . In favour: 

zero, against: unanimous! Let’s us hope we have seen 

the last of the cheap, nasty things. 

Open Rubber  13 flew 

1 D Hipperson C/M 9.00+11.36 

2 C Foster Morley  9.00+9.10 

3 P Ball Grantham 9.00+8.45 

4 G Ferer Timperley 9.00+7.04 

5 G Sharp C/M  9.00+5.35 

6 W Hodkinson Timperley 9.00+4.16 

7 R Jack (Junior) Tynemouth 9.00+2.57 

Open Glider  16 flew 

1 P Williams Richmond 9.00+4.07 

2 J Williams Birmingham 9.00+3.32 

3 J Bailey Biggles 9.00+2.53 

4 P Gaunt Grantham 9.00+2.47 

5 T Nicholson NWFFG 9.00+2.44 

6 J Flynn NWFFG 9.00+2.35 

Open Power  4 flew 

1 J Cuthbert Falcons 9.00+6.12 

2 F Rushby Cleemac 9.00+4.00 

3 P Harris  Birmingham 9.00+3.47 

4 T Payne Biggles 8.46 

Coupe D’Hiver:F1G  12 flew 

1 I Davitt Morley 10.00+3.48 

2 A Ball Grantham 10.00+2.36 

3 T Challis C/M 10.00+2.26 

4 M Evatt  Biggles 10.00+2.13 

5 E Flynn NWFFG 9.58 

6 M Bull C/M 9.47 

A1:F1H  5 flew 

1 B Lavis Biggles 10.00+5.04 

2 C Edge Crookham 10.00+4.11 

3 J Cooper Biggles 10.00+3.43 

4 R Heap Biggles 7.13 

5 N Parry Biggles  7.05 

SLOP  7 flew 

1 D Hipperson C/M 9.00+5.38 

2 I Wilkinson Morley 9.00+3.40 

3 G Shacklock Timperley 8.32 

4 P Ball Grantham 8.25 

5 A Jack Tynemouth 5.24 

6 J Carter Falcons 5.11 

F1J: ½A  4 flew 

1 P Watson  Birmingham 10.00+6.11 

2 J Bailey Biggles 10.00+5.20 

3 R Baggott  Birmingham 10.00+4.45 

4 P Harris  Birmingham 10.00+4.09 

BMFA EASTER FAI MEETING, Sculthorpe, 
March 31 (Team Selection 1) 

F1A  20 flew Pts 

1 P Chamberlain Grantham 15.00 50 

2 J Williams Birmingham 14.12 40 

3 T Nicholson NWFFG 13.36 30 

4 P Tribe Bristol&West 13.28 25 

5 A Ball Grantham 13.10 20 

6 D Oldfield Vikings 12.41 19 

7 P Williams Richmond 12.34 18 

8 M Fantham Richmond 11.52 17 

9 S Darmon Birmingham 10.59 16 

10 D Bartle Morley 10.41 15 

F1B   15 flew Points 

1 D Greaves Bristol&West 15.00 50 

2 W Beales Croydon 14.43 40 

3 I Taylor Falcons 14.32 30 

4 R Peers Falcons 14.22 25 

5 J Billam Grantham 14.16 20 

6 K Chamberlain Grantham 13.40 19 

7 B Aslett Bristol&West 12.59 18 

8 M Woolner E Grinstead 12.47 17 

F1C  8 flew 

1 J Cuthbert Falcons 15.00 45 

1 K Faux Vikings 15.00 45 

3 P Ball Grantham 14.06 30 

4 P Watson  Birmingham 12.06 25 

5 F Rushby Cleemac 9.42 20 

6 S Screen Birmingham 5.13 19 

BMFA SECOND AREA CENTRALISED, 
MARCH 17 

F1B  Weston Cup   20 flew 

1 T Grey C/M 12.30+5.37 

2 P Turnbull Vikings 12.30+3.58 

3 M Chilton Birmingham 12.30+2.58 

4 B G Martin Tynemouth 12.30+2.53 

5 M Howick Vikings 12.30+2.04 

6 J Flynn NWFFG 11.38 

7 P Martin Tynemouth 10.00 

8 C Westerman Morley 8.25 

HLG  10 flew 

1 M Page Peterborough 5.48 

2 P Ball Grantham 5.36 

3 M Benns Peterborough 5.27 

4 M Chapman Nottingham 4.56 

5 A Hewitt Nottingham 4.38 

6 K Tatlow Peterborough 3.15 

Open Glider  25 flew 

1 C Edge Crookham 7:30+3:03 

2 S Darmon     Birmingham 7.30+1.31 

3 J Cooper Biggles 7.30+1.06 

4 G Peck Cleemac 7.21 

5 J Flynn NWFFG 7.11 

6 N Willis Vikings 7.00 

7 C Hickmott Morley 6.55 

8 J O’Donnell Timperley 6.31 
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F1J : ½A  13 flew 

1 D Hipperson C/M         9.58 

2 P Woodhouse Morley 9.52 

3 C Hickmott Morley 8.55 

4 A Jack Tynemouth 8:35 

5 P Harris  Birmingham 8.22 

6 P Watson    Birmingham 8.00 

Catapult Glider  3 flew  3 

1 P Ball Grantham 4.52 

2 P Robinson Cleemac 1.57 

3 M Chapman Nottingham 0.32 

BMFA THIRD AREA CENTRALISED,  APRIL 14 

F1A   (K & MAA Cup)  43 flew 

1 A Gibbs  Birmingham 12.30+6.58 

2 D Oldfield Vikings 12.30+3.15 

3 A Cameron Crawley       12.30+2.46 

4 D Greaves Bristol & West 12.30+2.34 

5 M Fantham Richmond 12.30+2.18 

6 A Crisp      Biggles 12.30+1.49 

7 J Bailey Biggles 12.30+1.48 

8 P Tribe Bristol & West 12.17 

9 J Hook   Crookham 12.07 

10 J Howick Vikings 12.03 

11 A Ball Grantham 11.55 

12 A Jack Tynemouth 11.50 

F1G   28 flew 

1 J O’Donnell Timperley 10.00+5.16 

2 T Challis C/M     10.00+2.54 

3 E Flynn NWFFG 10.00+2.36 

4 I Davitt Morley 10.00+2.12 

5 M Evatt      Biggles 9.49 

6= R Elliot Croydon 9.40 

6= C Williamson CVA         9.40 

8 C Chapman Bristol & West 9.39 

9 D Hipperson C/M         9.32 

10 R Vaughn 3 Kings 9.28 

Open Power  (White Cup)  14 flew 

1 J Cuthbert Falcons 7.30+8.30 

2 A Cordes Timperley 7.30+7.44 

3 P Watson    Birmingham 7.30+7.06 

4 F Rushby Cleemac 7.30+6.59 

5 N Allen E Grinstead 7.30+5.21 

6 P Ball Grantham 7.30+4.56 

7 K Faux Vikings 7.30+4.14 

8 T Payne Biggles 7.30+2.30 

9 P Harris  Birmingham 7.30+0.11 

Vintage  36 flew  

1 E B Jones Morley 7.30+8.18 

2 D Davitt Morley 7.30+6.59 

3 C Strachan Biggles 7.30+5.48 

4 D Taylor    Richmond 7.30+5.09 

5 D Hipperson  C/M 7.30+4.40 

6 R C Pollard Tynemouth 7.30+4.09 

7 J Northrop Morley 7.30+3.54 

8 R Tiller Bournemouth 7.30+3.08 

9= I Davitt Morley 7.30+3.04 

9= J Thompson Crookham 7.30+3.04 

11 J Minshull      Brighton 7.30+2.38 

12 A Crisp      Biggles 7.30+1.53 

BMFA PLUGGE CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS 
After Third Area event 

1 Birmingham 498 8 Grantham 170 

2 Crookham 451 9 Morley 133 

3 Vikings 446 10 Falcons   124 

4 Bristol & West 436 11 Richmond 90 

5 Tynemouth 249 12 Cleemac 68 

6 Biggles 232 13 E Grinstead 52 

7 NWFFG 172 14 Maidstone 34 

BMFA SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS 

Up to and including Third Area results 

1 P Ball 56 14= D Davitt 15 

2 D Hipperson 49 14= J Bailey 15 

3 A Ball 26 16= A Jack 14 

4= C Strachan 25 16= C Foster 14 

4= P Watson 25 16= I Davitt 14 

6 J Cuthbert 24.5 19= C Edge 13 

7 J O’Donnell 21 19= J Flynn 13 

8 D Clarkson 19.5 21= D Greaves 12 

9= A Gibbs 19 21= E B Jones 12 

9= P Harris 19 21= J Williams 12 

11= B Lavis 17 24= G Sharp 11 

11= T Grey 17 24= J Cooper 11 

13 F Rushby 15.5 24= S Willis 11 

MIDDLE WALLOP EASTER MEETING  
31 MARCH - 1 APRIL 

Report by Dave Hipperson for FFn 

Two days of flying as an alternative to the FAI meeting 
at Sculthorpe and CD’d by John Thompson and Rod 
Audley, although one could have been forgiven for 
thinking it was Dave Baker as it was he that seemed to 
be manning the control desk both days while the other 
two flew! The Sunday was unlucky to have rather 
discouraging conditions compared with the remainder of 
the country. Rain at first easing to occasional drizzle on 
a firm and none too warm Westerly. From the centre of 
the drome models were not too badly effected by 
turbulence and the two minute max kept most on the 
drome. Most successful activity occurred during a two 
hour period in the middle of the day. Soon after that it 
became more breezy again. Rather anti-climatically all 
four flyoff qualifiers opted not to make their deciders. In 
the case of power the CD giving his prize away and 
hence paying out to 4th, was entirely appropriate but less 
understandable was Mini Vintage. One sometimes 
wonders just what people are keeping their models for - 
after all last year there was no flying and the same could 
happen again, any time! 

Far more typical sunny Wallop weather the following 

day and vastly more people in attendance. Three proven 

and popular classes meant a good contest in all of them 

despite a more awkward direction than the day before - 

much more south-south west and hence towards the 

buildings on the north side. There was also a constant 

flow of full size activity on the north-south runway and 

rather surprisingly we were restricted to launching from 

the west side of this and hence flying diagonally across 

all day. Needless to say there were a number of near 
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misses including a very close pass between a Cessna and 

two models in the power flyoff, extremely dangerous. 

The wind, 15 mph at its worst, never really reduced but 

did swing away from the buildings for a while during the 

later part of the afternoon so flying went on successfully 

all the time. Trevor Grey got stuck in quickly and maxed 

out with his electric model, conversely Hipperson who 

used most of the day flying, mislaying damaging and 

repairing a couple of Lanzo 4 oz Wakes left only the last 

90 minutes of the day in which to complete his three 

‘Dixielander’ maxes. Andy Crisp had an energetic day 

too, threatening in both Vintage Glider and Slow Open 

Power. 

The flyoffs seemed a bit of an aggravation for the 

organisation so it was a puzzle that they compounded 

this by insisting on special timekeepers. At least one of 

these able souls being misinformed as to the Vintage 

Wakefield period which confused his charge 

considerable. Spencer Willis got reasonable air early on, 

and Chris Chapman’s Lanzo a lovely patch right at the 

end. Power was extraordinary. With clearing skies and 

reducing breeze at least for a moment Grey and 

Hipperson launched quickly and both found horrendous 

sink. This left Mayes a real chance but with the short 10 

minute period he had to follow soon and did so with a 

respectable climb and into even worse air! 

Nostalgia Glider 6 flew  Mini Vintage 10 flew 

1 P Michel 5.55 1 J Taylor 6.00 

2 R Kenward 5.18 1 D Taylor 6.00 

3 J Taylor 4.19 3 R Uden 5.49 

4 A Crisp 4.14 4 R Alban 5.44 

5 R Audley 4.08 5 N Farley 5.43 

6 G May 3.13 6 A Crisp 5.28 

Nostalgia Power 10 secs run 

1 M Parker 6.00 

1 J Thompson 6.00 

3 J Andrews 5.31 

4 D Hipperson 5.28 

5 C Chapman 5.19 

Saturday 1st April - All maxes 2.30 

Slow/Elec O Power 11 flw Vintage Glider 12 flw 

I T Grey 7.30+2.02 1 R Woodruffe 7.30 

2 D Hipperson +2.00 2 A Cnsp 7.27 

3 J Mayes +1.45 3 E Coomber 7.25 

4 A Crisp 6.53 4 R Audley 7.02 

5 T Hopgood 6.40 5 D Etherton 6.47 

6 J Down 6.38 6 G May 6.21 

Vintage Wake 4oz & 8oz comb 14 flew 

1 C Chapman +6.09 

2 S Willis +4.08 

3 D Hipperson +3.31 

4 T Thorn 7.20 

5 R Tiller 7.16 

6 J Minshull 7.09 

ODHIAM SPRING MEETING,Odiham, Apr 21  

Report by Dave Hipperson for FFn 

Quite clearly those responsible for booking this venue 

have never explained to the RAF and possibly do not 

appreciate themselves the basic requirements for even a 

small free flight duration meeting. It would be unfair to 

blame our military hosts for the shambles that this was. 

Odiham has been the stage for so many uplifting and 

even momentous free flight occasions over the past 40 

years - this day was a sad shadow of those. 

The list of restriction sent to those pre-registering 

(mandatory, by the way, as was arrival between 9 and 10 

am) was oppressive enough. Contestants were not 

allowed to drive on to the drome unescorted and then 

made to park in a wholly inappropriate place for free 

flight. The situation was then worsened by a rather 

patronising ‘briefing’ from a liaison officer who left us 

feeling that to breathe was just acceptable as long as it 

wasn’t too deeply. It was a sad anachronism that with an 

entry of grand parent age we were being treated like 

seven year old school children on a Sunday outing. Pity 

it was a fair day but stuck as we were in the wrong 

corner and not allowed anything like the use of the full 

aerodrome models were finding the perimeter fence in 

less than 90 seconds once by mid morning the South 

Westerly stiffened to something like 15mph and hence 

arose another big problem. 

It had been explained that perimeter fence was not to be 

climbed under any circumstances and as vehicles were 

forbidden from leaving the car park without a police 

escort contestants had to detour on foot or bike a 

considerable distance to take in the main gate and then 

cut back to find their models. Needless to say by mid 

afternoon many of the less mobile were in a mild state of 

panic with either all their models outside the fence or 

simply facing the prospect of putting another there in the 

flyoff. 

Thankfully these came promptly and as somewhat of a 

blessed relief from the Orwelian nightmares of the day. 

Brought forward from the advertised time and run in ten 

minute periods they created a fair if rushed spectacle in 

Vintage Wakefield with all three contenders in good air 

together but an anti climatic token flight in Lightweight 

when everyone bar Ted Tyson threw in the towel. After 

the prizegiving it was announced that people would be 

allowed to find there own way off the drome - so much 

for the sham of security! 

Just in case any of you ever think of attending this be 

advised. One respected and very stable member of the 

free flight community was served three warnings by 

officialdom during the course of his day. One for daring 

to make a trim flight before l0am (there had been no 

mention anywhere that he couldn’t) one for allegedly 

climbing a fence and one, if you can possibly believe it, 

for riding his bike untidily on the perimeter track! I 

know I was there for that. This fellow never even flew in 

the contest - too frightened! 
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A1 Glider 2.00x3  5 flew CDH 2.00x4 8 flew 

1 J Oulds 6.00 1 R Vaughan 8.00 

2 A Cameron 5.02 2 T Grey 7.24 

3 B Lavis 4.41 3 T Challis 6.18 

4 J Richardson 4.06 4 R Oldridge 5.18 

5 T Clark 2.00 5 M Riggs 5.06 

No scores in ½A power 6 D Oxborough 4.32 

Vintage HLG 1.00x9 

1 T Horsey 5.26 

2 J Oulds 4.35 

3 B Taylor 4.03 

4 S Willis 3.31 

5 G Smith 3.30 

6 K Taylor 2.59 

All remaining Vintage events flown to 3 x 2.00 maxes. 

Vintage Wakefield  4 & 8oz comb, 7flew 

1 G Ferer 6.00+8.13 

2 S Willis + 7.07 Vintage Power 

3 D Hipperson + 3.56 1 T Hopgood 4.52 

4 W Cox 5.56 2 K Conroy 3.47 

5 R Alban 4.00 3 R Cooper 0.21 

6 A Longhurst 3.40  

Ltwt Vintg Rubber 9 flew Vintage Glider 

1 T Tyson 6.00+1.23 1 G Smith 5.15 

2 A Longhurst 6.00 2 P Cameron 5.08 

2 R Tiller 6.00 3 P Michel 4.55 

4 D Taylor 5.32 4 N Farely 3.46 

5 S Willis 5.26 5 R Oldridge 3.24 

6 J Knight 3.08 6 T Thorne 1.35 

SCULTHORPE WEATHER 

Martin Dilly: The following might be of interest to flyers 

in East Anglia. There is a USAF Europe military weather 

forecast available on the internet; the address for 

Mildenhall, which might be handy for Sculthorpe users 

is :  http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil/5day/egun5.htm. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Peter Lumsden writes about the Worldwide Postal:  

Thank you for giving such space to Jim Molesey’s 

Worldwide Postal event, just the thing to revive this 

modeller’s interest in competitions. So I seek others to 

fly/timekeep on Chobham Common between June 1st 

and February 16th. Thursdays and Saturdays are my best 

days, but I could be tempted out on other days by 

exceptional weather! Phone me on 0207 485 7770.” 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Martin Dilly has a number of items for sale, with the 

proceeds going to the UK team travel fund, so please be 

generous with your offers! Please contact Martin by 

phone to 020 8777 5533, e-mail: 

martindilly@compuserve.com or write to 20,Links 

Road, West Wickham, Kent BR4 0QW. 

Free Flight News from issue #1 complete from 1969 till 

1997, except for three missing, formerly the property of 

the late Jack North.  

Martin has in his possession several items which were 

not easily shipped to the US by Paul Masterman when he 

moved to Indiana. The items include two indoor model 

box carriers, each with a perspex inspection wall, with 

one designed specifically to be carried by rail on 

continental European trains: 

Box one (which opens up into three equal depth 

sections); sturdy, made of ¼ inch ply, with 

dimensions  78cm W x 62 cm H x 46 cm D (15, 16, 

15 cm wide sections). 

Box two; lighter weight, 1/8th inch ply, with 

dimensions 90 cm W x 70 cm H x 31 D.  Front 

perspex panel 90x70 comes off with release screws 

One 12V MiniCraft high speed drill, with 240VAC 

transformer power supply. 

One 'Hobbico' de-luxe Power Panel - with 'smart' glow 

driver; connections for fuel pump (fill/empty, 6 or 12V 

DC pumps) and (12V DC) electric starter. 

Two cigar boxes of assorted front end bits and related 

miscelleny for rubber models (mainly Wake/Coupe 

parts); useful if you're short of the odd item. 

In addition, there is a MiniCraft table saw, which cuts up 

to about 8mm, WITHOUT a saw guard (which was 

worse than useless, and removed).  NOT suitable for use 

by anyone without a clear understanding of the 'hows' 

and 'whens' of  operating such a device, but it's excellent 

for cutting constant width balsa, spruce and such like 

wood material.  This item is still in the UK, but not yet 

'chez' Dilly - it'll be made available mid-June. 

FERRY TICKETS 

Martin Dilly writes: As some of you may know, we have 

bought ten half price (£125) SeaFrance Dover-Calais 

ferry return tickets with the aim of making them 

available for the Euro Champs team and supporters this 

July. 

However, yet another of the emerging problems resulting 

from picking the team so late in the day is that several 

team members plan to fly to Hungary instead of driving, 

thus leaving several ferry tickets unwanted. 

Although the nominal out and return dates are July 23 -

August 9, the details can be changed, for instance to suit 

a Poitou trip or other crossings you may plan. 

If you are not on the current team or supporters list for 

Hungary or would be interested in one of these tickets 

for other crossings please let me know and I can give 

you a booking reference number in order for you to 

make the changes you need. I've asked the team and 

supporters to confirm their plans by May 1st, so I can let 

you know soon after that if you contact me, first come, 

first served: tel/fax 020 8777 5533; or email 

martindilly@compuserve.com . 



- 56 - 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

Rule Change suggestions up to 19/04/02 

The following is a summary of the rule change 
suggestions submitted to the FFTC so far which will 
form the basis for discussion and eventually preparation 
of formal change proposals to be submitted to technical 
council for inclusion in the 2003 Rule Book. The 
descriptions are terse in order to save space.  Note that 
proposals to change the contest calendar by running 
more of event "x" are not included 

The purpose of the table is to give an indication of the 
changes that have been suggested and the names of the 
people who have put forward these topics. We are listing 
all the suggestions we have received at this stage and the 
fact that they are on this list does not mean that the 
FFTC itself will agree a need for change or, where it 
does, agree with these suggestions (we have already 
received suggestions on a number of these topics to 
make no change).  

Anybody who has an interest in any of these areas may 
wish to speak to the proposer to determine reasons and 
details. Following the next committee meeting on 25 
May, the next version of this list circulated will include 
the FFTC's own input. 

If any member wishes to add anything to the 
forthcoming debate, then they should send their 
comments to the Secretary of the FFTC.  Also please let 
him know if your suggestion has been missed.   It would 
be helpful if these comments could be either by email or, 
if in hard copy, given as one topic per sheet of paper.  
The address is:      Chris Strachan,  Secretary – FFTC,  
56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9NQ.  
email: chris.strachan@btinternet.com. 

BMFA FF Contest Calendar   

There have been a few unavoidable changes to the 
BMFA F/F Contest calendar :- 

13th July (Saturday) Church Fenton-BMFA Mini event 
F1H, F1G, P.30, E.30, Mini Vintage, HLG, Cat. Glider, 
CO2, F1J/BMFA 1/2A, SLOP. 

Third Trials for F1A/F1B/F1C 2003 team on 28/29th 
September-Area 8 Salisbury Plain (not 12/13th Oct.) 

The full calendar is available to view on the BMFA and 
the FFTC web page, or via the usual request to the 
BMFA office. 

Confrontation at Luffenham? 

It is understood that there was a confrontation at 
Luffenham at the 1st Area Meeting between a modeller 
and a golfer with respect to the use of the golf club toilet 
facilities. Such an action could have seriously 
jeopardised our continued use of this venue. Hopefully 
the guilty party will take note. Fortunately, Bryan 
Spooner has managed to speak to the golfer, and 
diplomatically smoothed over the incident. It is hoped 
that we will at least be able to get permission for the 
ladies to use these facilities, but otherwise all modellers 
must appreciate that we have no right of use.  

It may be possible to obtain keys from the guard house 
for their toilet facilities. 

Air Field Survey 

The FFTC is conducting a survey of all UK airfields to 
assess their potential as flying sites. Clearly a big job, 
and this is where YOU come in- 'We need your help'! 

There is a large list of airfields available on 
www.ukairfields.org.uk which can be accessed, and we 

 Subject Proposer(s) Summary of Proposals 

1 Wind speed at trials  C Edge, M Dilly Make it mandatory to suspend the contest above a certain wind 

speed. 

2 Towlines   Rod Audley,  J Barker, J 

Godden, J O'Donnell 

Proposals to both reduce the number of lines from the 2001 rule, 

and to leave it unchanged. 

3 Mini Vintage gliders J O'Donnell, J Godden Set a maximum span of 50 inches (linked to towline suggestions) 

4 Motor Heaters D Hipperson,  

J O'Donnell 

Suggestions to remove the '30 minute' clause from the current rule 

and allow in-car storage. 

5 E-30 specification J Reid Revert to old rules but with timed engine run. 

6 Revised power classes   D Hipperson,  

J O'Donnell 

Combine SLOP and Open either when no separate Open event or 

all the time. 

7 Open Electric  EOP T Grey Add as an additional engine category to SLOP (as an alternative to 

running more EOP events) 

8 New Title for ½A 

power/F1J 

D Hipperson,  

J O'Donnell 

Either F1J-UK or MOP (Mini Power) 

9 Pressure on Time Keepers   D Hipperson Remove the relevant clause from 3.1.8 as it is considered 

unenforceable.   

10 Area decentralised events   D Davitt, R Sparrow Discontinue them 

11 Protest Rule   D Hipperson Amend rule for selection of panel and allow verbal protests.   

12 Fly Offs at Area 

decentralised events  

P Watson Make advance announcement of fly-off slot times mandatory. 

13 Plugge Cup scoring   I Davitt, J O'Donnell Drop F1A,B,C and revise weighting of other classes. 

14 Vintage Eligibility   C Williamson,  

R Sparrow 

Accept models proven as vintage but not published as used at the 

time.  Bring into line with SAM.   No plastic covering 

15 Codes of Practice for 

airfield behaviour and 

retrieval 

D Hipperson A suggested set of guidelines applicable to all sites, including 

motorised retrieval 

16 Safety on Flightlines   G May A car free zone around the flight line. 

 

mailto:chris.strachan@btinternet.com
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need volunteers to do a quick survey of airfields in their 
vicinity, and provide the FFTC with a short report on the 
flying site possibilities. 

Dave Clarkson will be co-ordinating your efforts, and he 

will be able to provide you with a copy of the list of 

airfields upon request, and also ensure that you are not 

duplicating surveys already undertaken. 

This has so far got off to an unexpectedly good start, 

where Mike Bull and Jeff Sizer have already checked out 

over fifty (yes 50!!)  airfields in the East 

Anglia/Cambridge areas, and tells us that there are still 

80 yet to be explored. 

So, please help out and contact Dave Clarkson for 

details. 

Team Selection Event for 2002 

We are please to report that the Team Selection process 

for the 2002 European Championships is complete, and 

the selection committee have confirmed the names of the 

team members (Ed: the names not available at this time, 

to be published in FFn next month). 

Phill Ball, who was the Acting Flight Line Team 

Manager, has made the team once again, and the FFTC 

are pleased to advise that John Carter has been appointed 

to take over the position of Flight Line Team Manager. 

Martin Dilly remains as Organisation Team Manager. 

The team and managers names are being proposed to the 

BMFA for ratification. 

BRITISH FREE FLIGHT NATIONALS 2002 

From Mike Woodhouse, Chairman FFTC: 

No doubt “You’ve heard it through the grape vine” that 

it’s on!  The Nationals will take place on June 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd at Barkston Heath featuring the usual programme 

of events.  All the regular features of on site camping 

and toilet facilities etc will be in place. 

The only major change is that we will not be operating 

the computerised entry system.  This year the whole 

event will be controlled via a manual entry form.  In 

order to help facilitate the event, please make your pre 

entry to the Leicester office as soon as possible, this will 

be acknowledged.  Pre entry is not mandatory however 

pre entry will save you and the organisation time when 

you arrive at the field.  Please remember to bring your 

entry acknowledgement with you as this will be your 

“ticket” onto the airfield and camp site as well as entry 

into the contest. 

As mentioned we will not be using a computer based 

scoring system.  The event will be controlled using the 

“Timperly” recording system 

Having, at this late date, got the show back on the road 

we need your help.  As the FFTC will be engaged in 

making sure that the overall operation works, we will 

need a number CDs to run the events.  Please step 

forward and offer your help to Alan Gibbs on 02476 

676507. 

At the time of writing the hanger is not available for our 

use. 

Help make this the best Nationals ever by spreading the 

word and turning up in your droves to both help and fly.  

We will keep you advised with the latest news being 

posted to the FFTC web site 

http://www.vengi.demon.co.uk/ 

Finally, on your behalf, I would like to thank Graham 

Lynn our Chief Executive who managed to persuade the 

authorities to release the field as well as other members 

of the BMFA Council and the FFTC who have simply 

and quickly swung in action. 

Ed: a copy of the entry form is enclosed with this FFn 

for all UK readers. Flyers from overseas are welcome 

and should request an entry form  (email from FFn 

Kaynes@com or contact BMFA  tel 0116 244 0028, fax 

0116 244 0645, email admin@bmfa.org) 

TIMPERLEY AND OPEN RUBBER LEAGUE 

Positions in the two leagues on April 26th were supplied 

by Dave Hipperson. 

Open Rubber League 

1 P. Ball 9+9+4 22 

2 D.Hipperson 9+4 13 

3 G.Ferer 4+3+3 10 

4 C.Foster 6+2 8 

5 P.Gaunt 6 6 

5 J.O’Donnell 6 6 

7 G.Sharp 3 3 

7 M.Bull 3 3 

No windy weather bonus has been applied as yet. 

Currently the Northern Gala would rank as the windiest. 

Timperley League 

1 D.Hipperson 9.4.6.4.4.6.4.2 39 

2 J.O’Donnell 4.9.9 22 

3 G.Ferer 2.3.2.4.9 20 

4 D.Taylor 6.3.7½.3 19.5 

5 G.Beal 4.6.9 19 

6 D.Davitt 2.3.3.6 14 

Bearing in mind that no contestant can count more than 8 

performances then at this stage of the season these 

Timperley results really only show who is doing the 

most flying! Could be the more powerful performances 

are those with largest percentage of nine point scores in 

their totals i.e. O’Donnell and Beal. (Apologies in 

advance if any other people with mid teens scores have 

been left out - these are just a manual run though of the 

obvious top contenders.) 

http://www.vengi.demon.co.uk/
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THE START OF ½A POWER 

The extract below is taken from the recent book “Flying 

North”. It is interesting reading on the birth of the ½A 

power class in the UK. This went on to become the basis 

of FAI rule F1J which has now been replaced by F1P as 

the FAI Junior power class. F1J was eventually 

perceived as dominated by mini-F1C technology rather 

than the original simple models which originated in the 

½A class.  For further details of “Flying North” see 

February and March FFn. This is just one small item 

from the book, there are many other articles plus plans 

and photos to see. It is available from Martin Dilly, 20 

Links Road, West Wickham, Kent BR4 0QW,  £17 UK, 

£18 Europe, £21 worldwide.  

The June 1960 Model Aircraft carried the following 

editorial item under the heading ‘A New Power Class’. 

“An interesting idea for a new class of power 

competition has been eagerly adopted by members of 

London Area SMAE. It is for F/F power models, the 

only limitation being that they shall not be powered by 

motors larger than .049s (to be absolutely precise 0.85 

c.c. to allow for the AM .049) There are to be no wing or 

power loading requirements and the motor run will be 15 

sec, flight maximum 3 min. 

Originator of the idea was Croydon Club chairman Jack 

North, and it was ‘milled over’ and finalised by 

interested power fliers. To get the idea off to a flying 

start the organisers of four rallies (Northern Heights, St. 

Albans, Surbiton and Croydon) agreed to include a 

competition for these models in their programme, and 

such is the interest that already several of these 

‘miniatures’ have been seen airborne. 

We particularly welcome these .049 models as a new 

class of power flying that is ideal to encourage 

competition beginners. Eventually of course a few names 

will come to the fore as regular winner, but this applies 

to every form of competition. Nevertheless the new class 

has one great advantage over other power events, -both 

model and motor are cheap. 

To ‘break in’ to the top ranks of the International power 

class would require several years of hard work and 

expense as experience was gained. But with an .049 a 

newcomer can gain experience — contest, as well as 

building, design and trimming — while still having fun, 

and if a model is smashed it’s not too disastrous. After 

all one could build three .049 models in the time it would 

take to build one FAI machine. 

It will be interesting to see if the idea catches on over the 

rest of the country — we hope it does.” 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

COUPE EUROPA Coupe d'Hiver contest will be held at 

Middle Wallop airfield, near Andover, on December 1st 

starting at 10 am, and aims to attract flyers from 

mainland Europe as well as the UK on the traditional 

date for one of the major Coupe events of the year. 

National teams will compete for the Europa Trophy and 

there are individual trophies for F1G and Vintage Coupe 

d'Hiver flyers, with awards for top junior and lady 

competitors. The top-scoring three F1G flyers from each 

nation will make up its team. There will be an indoor 

prizegiving and celebration after the event. 

Pre-entry fees will be £3 (5 Euro) per class, or £5 on the 

field, and there will be the usual £5 admission charge to 

the airfield. Organisation will be in the hands of Croydon 

& DMAC. For pre-entered overseas flyers fees can be 

collected on the field. 

For further information please contact David Beales on 

+44 (0)20 8858 2714 or e-mail; bealesw@aol.com  or 

Martin Dilly on +44 (0) 20 8777 5533 or e-mail; 

martindilly@compuserve.com . 

CHURCH FENTON 

Dennis Davitt:  a new boundary fence has been erected 

by the RAF, and is just over 1 metre high with a barb 

wire top rail. Apart from the RAF, one of the local 

farmers is insisting strongly that we do not damage it. He 

has already made a formal complaint to the RAF Police. 

A couple more complaints could quite literally lose us 

the site. 

We are buying an ‘A’ frame type of step ladder to place 

over the fence at the appropriate downwind spot on the 

day. Alternatively there are crash gates. PLEASE, 

PLEASE, check at Control on the day for procedures and 

follow them. 

I am booking the following dates at Fenton to be used as 

follows 

Sunday  June 2   Cleemac (to be confirmed since the 

Nationals are now on this date) 

Saturday June 29 to decide 

Saturday July 13 FFTC Mini 

Saturday July 20 Vintage events — R. Sparrow 

Saturday July 27 Morley ‘Heath Common’ 

Saturday August 3 to decide 

Saturday August 10 to decide 

Monday August 26 Morley Club Day 

Also there are the usual summer Wednesday evenings. 

If anyone wants to put on a FF event on any of the above 

undecided days, please contact me. 

Note that for Coupe International, the 27th Oct date at 

North Luffenham is NOT available. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NEWS 

VON HAFE CUP 2002, the World Cup event in 

Portugal will be in Beja and not in Évora, like in 2001 

and as was previously announced. The crops on the 

Évora field will not be harvested in time for the contest. 

On the other hand, Beja is well known and is available. 

The dates remain June 7-9 and contact details as 

previously announmced: Anibal Paiva, rua Marques 

Leitão 33, Valbom - GDM, 4420 Gondomar, Portugal, 

tel: +351 96 80 23 273, fax: +351 22 33 93 749. 
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